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ture are Expounded, againit the 
Vulgar ERRORS concerning} | 
WITCHCRAFT, APP A- 
RITIONS, &. 

| | To which is added, | | 

An APPENDIX, containing fome 


REFLECTIONS on Mr. Boulten’s to 
Hutchinfon’s Hiftorical Eflay ; entitled 


The Poffibility and Reality of Magick, Sorcery| | 
aud Witchcraft demonftrated. 
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HE Holy Ghoft tells 
| us, Aéts X1. 47. That 
the Lord added daily 
to the Church fuch as 
wt Should be faved: A 
mens Place of Holy Scrip- 
ture fufficent to ground that Arti- 
cle, whereby we conftantly profels 
to believe The Holy Catholick Church ; 
Or, as it 1s in the Nicene Creed, 
One Catholick and Apoffolick Church: 


For this Text clearly teaches us 
thefe Three Things, 


| a | 1. That 


[ 11 ] 
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1. That there is a Church. 
2. That this Church is but One, | 
that there is not Another. And, 


3- That we muft be of tha 
Church to be fav’d. | 


The Difficulty is, What this 
Church is ? A Difficulty found out 
by the Genius. of evil/Men, who 
being not contented with what + 
reveal’d in Gop’s own Book, have 
fought out many Inventions, and 
written. Cart-loads of Books, more 
capable of diftracting Thoufands, 
than of directing One Man in the 
Right Way to Heaven. 


As for my Part, I think to fee 
plainly (and without much to do) 
this Church, in God’s Holy and In- 
fallible Word, that Word, to which, 
whofoever addeth any thing, and from 
which, whofoever taketh any thing, 

is 
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is curled. For believing ftedfaftly 
that Chrift, and Fefus Chrift 
Alone, is the Way, the Truth, and 


the Life: I fee there a Society of 


Men profefling to Believe in Him, 
having Communion together in the 
Ufe and Participation of all and 
every one of the Ordinances which 
Himfelf hath Inftituted to that Pur- 
pofe: And thefe Ordinances, ac- 
cording to the Letter of their In- 
{titution, are adminiftred by Hands 
rightly Ordained thereunto ; For 
no Man taketh upon him this Of- 
fice, but he that is Called, as Aaron 


was. So that this Church is One, be- 


caufe the Members thereof have One 
and the fame Faith in the Holy Je- 
fus, and their Communion is in 
the Partaking of the fame Ordinances, 
which are all of his Inftitution, 
and of no Body elfe. This is the 
One Holy Catholick and Apottolick 


[a2 | Church,’ 
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hunch, which ‘hath its Orthodox 
Miniftry of Bilhops, Priefts, and 
Deacons untainted with Schifmn, 
or Apoftacy ; who. minifter 
duly the undefiled Service of the 
Church without Superftition, or I- 
dolizing any Creature, whether 
Dead Men, or Men Alive, or any 
other Material or Image; for our 
Gop is a Spirit, that will be Wor- 
hipped in Spirit and in Truth. 


_ Wherefore, that Gop may be 
rightly Served and truly Glorified 
upon Earth by this. holy Congre- 
gation, let. him be the fole Object 
of all Religious Worthip. Read 
carefully upon this, the - Chap- 
ter of this Book, of the Firf¢ Com- 
nandment of the Lew. Secondly, 
Let all Chriftians purify themfelves 
for the pure Worfhip of that Gop, 
whofe Eyes are fo purc, that he cannot 
behold Iniquity. And 
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And above all Things, Let us be 
well fatisfied, that the Gop with 
whom we have to do, is not only 
the Eternal Gop, without Begin- 
ning cr End; not only the Al- 
mighty Gop, who doth whatloever 
pleafes him, and hath made all 
Things ; not only the infinitely 
wife Gop, who ordereth all things 
rightly and juftly, and hath create 
ed nothing with a Capacity to op- 
pofe his Will. But let us alfo con- 
fider well, and never forget, that 
our Gop 1s Ens perfe Exiftens, a 
Spirit who hath his Being from 
Himlelf, and is All-fufficient -to 
Himielf ; who as he hath created 
All Things of Nothing, fo he can 
reduce them to Nothing when he 
will, and his Hand can never be 
fhortned ; he can create Thoufands 
of Worlds, and govern them withe 
out Help, or even the Concurrence 


of 
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of any Creature, leaft of all of Sa- 
tan, or of thofe devilifh Spirits, 
{uppofed to be fo bufy about the 
Affairs of this World, and -fuch 
powerful Inftruments in Gop’ 
Hands to vex and punifh Men; 
whereas we cannot but know and 
acknowledge that our Sins are Pro- — 
vocations enough, and our felves 
{ufficient Inftruments for all the 
Judgments he thinks fit to inflidt 


US. 


Another Thing is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, That our Gop may have 
his Due, and be truly gloritied by 
us, tho’ his unworthy Servants, and 
that i iS, that we hold faft and perfe- 
vere in the Profeflion of our holy 
Chriftian Faith, and be well forti- 
fied againft all Arian and Socinian 
ecibeaalia: we may own and pub- 


lifh that the firft Foundation of this 


Chriftian 
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 Chriftian: Religion- is,. that Fefus 
Chrif, the Etermal Son of God is the 
Only Mediator and Redeemer promt f ed 
by the Prophets ; which is not provd 
by a ftronger Argument, than that 
which is formed from the Meflage 
fent by St. Fohn the Baptitt to our 
Saviour by two of his Difciples, 
and Curist’s Anfwer to him, 
Luke Vii. 19, 20, 21, 22. For now 
Men do not make fufficient Reflec- 
tion upon that Place, as this Book 
doth ; that our Saviour takes no 
Notice of his cafting out Demons, 
which St. Yobn’s Ditciples had feen 
him do ; for by this it is evident, 
that this Cafting-out, was the Cur- 
ing one fort of thofe Difeafes, 
which the Prophets had faid the 
Chrift fhould heal, as an infalli- 
ble Proof that he was the Mef- 
liah promifed. And I intreat the 


Fews 
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torconfider it well, for it may 
be: affarhed, that they are not like 
ever to’ find him; they find him 


not i this Place. 
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OR, A 
Treatife of Spirits, Sc. 


Several Places Scrip- 
ture expounded, againft 
the vulgar Errors 
Witchcraft, 


Place of Scripture, 
yess) Doftrine of Damons 


(tranflated Devils) fignifies no more than 
4 Devilifh Doirine, infpir’d and taught 
by the Devil. This Interpretation doth, 

B indeed 


ik & {pecially of the latter 
Days, underftand that 


indeed fet forth a true Doétrine; for every 
Ill Opinion, efpecially in Religion, is origi- 
nally from the Devil: But who can con- 
ceive that St. Paul fhould fo autentically 
warn Chriftians of it, particularly in the 
Point of Marriageand Abftinence from Meat, 
in this Place, rather than in the fecond 
Chapter of his Epiftles to the Coloffians, 
and in other Places, where he condemns 
other Doétrines, not lefs, if not more 
dangerous than thefe. There was no oc- 
cafion here, or any where elfe, to call 
Doétrines of Devils, thofe that were con- 
demned by him; his condemning them 
was fufficient to inform all Believers, 
that they proceeded from another Prin- 
ciple than the Spirit of God. Many are 
the uaanfwerable Reafons for our under- 
ftanding of thefe. Words, as Epiphanius 
long ago expounded them, which Expo- 
fition is approv’d by many very learned 
Men. There are feveral ancient Copies 
of the New Teftament, wherein after 
thefe Words, Doéfrines of Devils, you will 
find thefe, For they [ball be Worfbippers of 
deah Men, as tiofe that were adoy’d in re 
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of Spirits. 
(a) If thefe Word: are St: Pauls Words, 
he hath expounded himielf; i¢ chey are 
not, they who added them underftood 
the Place as Ido, amd they are «ry an- 
cient Interpreters, for thefe Words were 
in St. Epiphanivs his Copy, wo quated 
them as being St. Pawl’s own words; buc 
Epiphanius liw’d about the Year 350. lt 
fo many other [nterpreters have not lik'd 
the fame Explication, it is becaufe they 
did not well confider the Doctrines of the 
Heathen, concerning their Demons, and 
did not make fertous Reflections upon a 
Place whereof they had given ar firft fuch 
an Expofition as pleafed them, and which 
is good in it felf, tho”? not the proper 
Senfe of the Text. 


The Heathen beleiv’d but one f upreme 
God, tho’ Plutarch in his Treatife of Ifs 
and Ofiris, faith, that the Heathen held 


(a) See the New Teftament of Oxfi od. 


(6) Plutarch of 
fentit, Oracles that are ceafed. Hac de Ded 


reus, 1 


Ba Two 


Two firft Principles, or two Gods, one 
good, and the other evil; and the fecond 
was. called Damon: yet this is a Truth 
clear enough, that the Heathen did ac. 
knowledge’one only Sovereign God, and 
Matter above the reft, There are indeed 
many Contradictions in their. Writings; 
which we will not undertake to reconcile; 
but certain it is, that many, yea the moft 
confiderable ariong them, believed this 
oné only God, and Plutarch himfelf, af- 
firms it, for he introduces. Cleombytus, {ay- 
ing, that the Sroicks were of the fame 
Opinion with him, and, that they. held; 
that in fo great Multitude of Gods, there 
was but one Eternal and Immortal, and 
that all the reft have had a Being by Birth, 
and fhall have an End by Death, It was 
Plato’s Doétrine in Timeo at Parm, Celfus 
likewife nameth one God, who is above 
all.! Apuleius relating P/ato’s Opinion {ays 


_ that he believ’d but one God, who made 


alt Things, and who is the Giver of all 
good Things, St. Aujtiz, takes, notice of 
his do&rine De civit. Dei. /. 9. cap. 16. and 
Vives in his Notes quotes thofe Places 


of Plato where it is afferted. Trifmegifius 
in 
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in Ajclepius teaches every where, that 
there is one God: Deus unas, faith he, 
more than once, Solus c merito Solus, 
‘ The Lord of Eternity, that made the 
World, the Father and the Lord of all 
“ Things, by whom the celeltial Gods, 
and afterwards Men, have been crea- 
“ ted ; the only Governors of the World, 
« whom every one obeyeth. He faith 
further, that all Things are of him, and 
depend upon his Will. Chriforle tells us, 
that it is acommon Opinion received of 
all Men, that all Things are of God: As 
for him, he believes that there is but one 
God, who perfeveth all Things. 


It fhould be noted, that tho’ Platarch 
{peaks of two, yet it doth not appear 
that his Opinion was that thefe two 
Gods were equally fupreme, for himfelf 
called one Demon, and finds a vaftdif. 
ference betwixt the great Gods and the 
Demons ; for in ehe fame Treatife he af. 
firms, that what the Fable relates of 
Ofiorisand Typho did happen neither to the 

ods, nor to Men, but to fome great 
Demons who proved ftronger than Men: 


and 
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and yet their Nature is not purely dj. 
vine, but compounded of a fpiritual and 
corporeal Being : whereupon he declares 
the Opinion of Plato; who faith, that 
the Dzmons are between the Gods and 
Men; and that I/s and Ofris had been 
changed from good Demons into 
Gods, becaufe of their Vertues. Platarch 


doth not admit of two Principles only, 
but puts a third betwixt them, and fay 


that they called the good one Oromazzs, 
the evil Arimanias, andthe third Mithre;: 
He tells us farther, that this Oppofition 
betwixt two Principles, is found only in 
this lower World, under the Moon ; that 
thefe contrary Powers are not equal, and 
the beft-is the ftrongeft. : He quotes Ho- 
mer, who calls Fupiter the Mafter, the 
Governor, the Lord of the whole 
World. : Laftly, in the fame Place he 
owns one God, that rules and governs 
the whole World ; and in his Difcourfe 


of the Word ‘ks. he deglares that there 


is but one only God. 


That 


j 
4 
(4 


Le 
if 
| 
af 
if 
ii 
i 
Mae 
é 
ite 


a > 


of Spirits. 15 


That the great Gods, have 
yo Communication with 


Men. 


His Affertion feems to be con- 
tradi@ed, in the Acts of the 
Holy Apoftles, ch. 14. where it is faid, 
that the People, took Barnabas for ‘fupt- 
ter, and call’d Paul Mercurius ; itis faid 
that ‘fupiter and Apollo aniwered by 
Oracles, and that Celfys, calleththe Sun 
the Moon, and the Stars truly Cele- 
{tial Heroes : Yet this Opinion is found 
in very good Authors, whereby it ap. 
pears, that the Heathen did hold this as 
a Truth, That the Celeftial Gods did not 
meddle with Men, and had xno Commerce 
with them ; that it had been a thing 
unworthy of them tocome down and 
that it was only by the Demons, that 
Men had any Communication with Hea- 
ven. 
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ven. See what Apuleius faith of it (2) ; bis 
Doétrine is that of Plato, which §t, 
Auftin relates thus, De Civit Dei. 1. 8. 
¢. 8. * They place their Demons be- 

¢ twéen Heaven and Earth, that as no 
“ God can have any Commerce with 
¢ Men, thefé Dzmons do carry to the 
‘ Gods, the Prayers of Men, and from 
¢ thence they bring unto Men that which 
‘¢ they have obtained ; for they that hold 
‘ his Opmion, do believe it an un- 
¢ worthy thmg, that the Gods fhould 
¢ have any thing to do with Men, or 
¢ Men with the Gods; but it is con. 
¢ yenient thatthe Demons fhould have 
‘ ¢ do both with the Gods, and with 


to'let- the Gods know what Men 
‘ do defiew, and to bring urito Men, 


what the Gods have granted.” Up: 
on this Hives: cells us of Plato’ s Banquet, 
where is found what St. Auffin' faith: 

and nioteth' alfo; that Plato afcribeth 


(a) De‘ Deo Socratis. Hos cunétos Deos in fublimi x- 
theris vertice locatos, ab humana’ contagione procul difcretos,, 
plurimmi non rite venerantur, &c. Quos Deos Plato. exefti- 
mat vefos, incorpordles, animales fine ullo, neque fine, neq. 
exordio, fed ‘Prorfus ac retro aviternos, &c. 

this, 
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this Doétrine to Socrates. * LOVE, faith 
‘ Diotimus to Socrates, isa great Damons 
and every Demon Is betwixt God and 
¢ Mortal Man, and his Office is to 1n- 
terpret betwixt both, and to carry 
‘from Men their Prayers and their Sa- 
crifices ; and from Gods, Commands 
and Rewards: And by this Channel we 
have all that concerns Predi€tions, Sa- 
crifices, Inchantments, the Art of Divi- 
nation and Magick: for God doth not. 
communicate himfelf unto Man, but 
all the Communication is by the Media- 
tion of Demons, and by them the 
Gods {peak to Men, whether when 
they areawake, or when they are afleep. 
Platarchfays, thatto takeaway Demons, 


is to take away the Communication be- 
tween the Gods and Men; that they 


believe not that the Gods are prefent 
at their Sacrifices, neither do they take 
notice of them-perfonally, but that Bu- 
finels is committed to the Minifters of 
the Gods, viz. the Demons ; that not 
the Gods, but the Demons did prefide 
in the Oracles; that it is fit we fhould 
believe the Gods areé wholly freed from 
C 


all 
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all Commerce with T hings on the Earth: 
Yea it was a Demon named Phebus who 
fpoke in the Oracle at Delphos. Finally 
he tells us, that he hath taken away the 
Art of Divination from the Gods, to 
appropriate it abfolutely to the Demons. 
It is alfo the Opinion of Apuleius, in the 
fore-cited Place, wherein he attributes 
to Demons all the Miracles that are 
wrought, all the Prophefies of’ we to 
= all Sacrifices. 


That if the People of Ly/tra cryed out, 
feeing a Miracle done by the Apoftles, 
that the Gods become like Men, were come 
down to them,there were no reafon to think 
that they {pake of the Celeftial Gods; 
the Demons, whofe Habitation was the 
higheft part of ‘the Air, were alfo called 
Gods, as Plutarch hath obferved. Of the 
Oracles ceafed, n. 8. 16. Ifis and Ofris, 
#.°12. That every Demon, did bear 
the Name of that Celeftial God, whofe 
Minifter he was. The Philofophers like- 
wife attributed to Dzmons- whatfoever 
the Poets faid of the Gods, coming 


down the and Platarch 
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eth Pythagoras, Xenocrates and Crifippus 
for it, as holding the fame Opinion. Plato 
tt Timeo faith, that Saturn, Fupiter, Ful, 
and the reft were Demons, and fpeaks 
of their being begotten. Tré/megifius im 
Ajclepius faith, That there 1s an Admi- 
. niftrator between Heaven and Earth, 
whom we call Jupiter; and that there ts 
another fupiter Plutonius, who hath Do- 
minion over the Earth, and rhe Sea, and 
who feeds Animals and Plants, and pla- 
ces both thefe ‘fupiters under the So- ' 
vereign God. It may be faid, that the 
Apoftles Miracle feemed fo great to the 
People of Ly/ra, that it made them raife 
up their Thoughts immediately to the 
Celeftial Gods, and to call for Sacrifices, 
which the Prieft did not oppofe; their 
Bufinefs ; being to keep the People in 
their blind Devotion; but from thence 
no Conclufion can be drawn againft 
what we read of the Do@rine com- 
} monly held among the Heathen. ‘ 


Celfus {peaks not what is afcribed to 
: im; and what is truly quoted of him, 
thews plainly that he beliew’d a Sovereign 


: C 2 Divi- 


Divinity, above allthe reft ; and Demons, 
that were his Lieutenants, Satrapes, and 
Genérals of his Armies. Origen in his firft 
Book againft Cel/ws faith, that Men 
fhould not pray to the Sun, the Moon, 
the Stars, nor yet to the Celeftial 
Angels, that are more certain: But 
it “1s Origen that fpeaks, who hath 
fpoken nothing of Cel/us before ; but 
he:.only blam’d the fews for Worhhip- 
ing, Heaven; and Angels, while they 
defpis’d the Sun, the Moon, and the 
Stars, which are the moft excellent Parts 
of -Heayen ; and which do foretel many 
Things. Pleraque vaticinantur. 
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That the Damons had 
been Men; and 
Damons. 


HE conftant Opinion of the Hea- 
then about Daemons, was that 
they had been Men, and for their ex- 
cellent Virtues and eminent Qualities, 
which they fhew’d whilft they were 
upon Earth, were thought worthy to 
be taken up, and be made Partakers of 
fuch Portion of a Divine Thing, as in- 
abled them to be Mediators, Interpre- 
ters, and Tranfactors in all manner of 
Bufinefles betwixt the Gods and Men: 
Tho’ the Platonicians did believe a kind 
of Demons that had never been Men, 
yet they believ’d likewife, that the Souls 
of great Men were glorify’d after there 
Death, and became Demons. (a) Apuleius 


(4) De Deo So 


socratis; vide Vivem in Aug, de Civit, Dei. 
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exprefly diftinguifhes ehele two forts 
of Demons, and faith, ‘ That thefe.are & 
called Gods, who have lived juftly and 
¢-prudently; are afterwards honowr't 
by Men as Divinities, as Amphiarnus 
Boer is; in AfricasAfris in Epypt, 
f Asfenlapien every where: And that thefe 
‘ were that fort of Demons who had 
‘ been formerly 1 in Human Bodies. But 
¢ that there is another kind of Demdns, 
¢ Nobler and more Excelent, which 
‘were never bound with the Bonds 
‘ of a Body.’ - Take notice of this of 
Plato: His Dialogue intitled Cratylus, was 
compos’d to fhew the Signification of 
Words, and how they agrée with the 
Things themfelves. Socrates atts the part 
of a Fudge, bet ween Hermogenes, Pythagoras 
and Cratylus, a Follower of Heraclitus; 
this is he, who for the moft part ex- 
genes, Names ; obferve what they 
ay of the.Name of Demons; ‘ Do you 
‘ know, faith Socrates, who. thofe aré 
that Hefiodus calls Daemons? Hermes 
‘ anfwers, I know not Socrates: And 
‘do you not know that fort of Men 
| * which he calls thé Golden Racé? Hermo- 
“genes 
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* genes replies, I know that Socrates fays, | 
¢ That when that Race of Men was co- ' 
‘ vered with Death, they were called Z 
Daemons, Saints raifed up above the 
¢ the Earth, Guardians of Mortal Men, | 
‘and their Prote€tors againft the Evils 
¢ that might happen to them. Hermoze- f 
« nes. What do- you conclude from that ? q 
‘© Socrates. L believe that he calls a Golden q 
Race, not that which is made of that 1 
‘ Metal, but a fort of Men very virtu- 
‘ous and excellent in all Things; but 
‘ that which makes me believe it, 1s be- 
‘ caufe he faith that we are a Generation . 
of Iron. Hermes. You fay true Socra- 
tes; Do you not think then that if 
there were amongft us any honeft Man, 
that he was of that Golden Generation : 
according to .Hefiodas his Opinion ? 
, Hermes. It ought to be fo Socrates ; 
| Are honeft Men any thing elfe but 
wife Men? Hermes. Certainly they 

‘are wife Men. Socrates. He calleth 
therefore, as I think, that fort.of Mex 
. Demons, becaufe they were wife and 
| - learned ; for according to the ancient 
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We 


4 


TREATISE 


‘ Dialect of our Language, this Name 
* is givem-to them that are fuch : there- 
‘ fore both’ he, and other Poets in great 
* Numbers do {peak perfectly well, when 
they lay that after a Man is dead well, 
‘ he receives a great Reward, and that 
“he is made a Demon, according to the 

* Title due tohis Wifdom: As for me, 
‘ I fear not to affirm, that every good 
¢ Man is a Demon, and that he fhould 
‘ be focalled both in his Life-time, and 
‘ after his Death. St. Auftin doubted 
not but this was the Platonick Do€trine, 
fince the Title of one of his Chapters is 
this, De Civitate Dei. 1.9. c. 11. Of the 
Platonician’s Opinion, who believe that the 
Souls of Men are Demons after they are gone 
out-of their Bodies. Plutarch in his Trea- 
| tife of the Familiar Spirit of Socrates, faith 
Hal exprefly, That the deifyd Souls — De- 
| and take care of Men. | 


| After this it cannot be faid that Plato 
| did not teach, that there were Demons 
{ which had been Men, and thefe very De 
: mons were efteemed the true Mediators 
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betwixt the ceieftial Gods and Men, who 
carried the Prayers up to Heaven, aud 
brought down Biedlings and Rewards ; 
who received t2 Oblations, and return- 
ed Anfwers. This is precifely what He- 
fiodus taught: He was a Poet, I confefs, 
but befides that, the Pects were the Peo. 
ple’s Divines ; this is quoted as a great 
Author, and we have feen betore that it 
is particularly his Opinion that 
Socrates in Plato groundeth his touching 
Demons; tho’ he maketh Jikewife, that 
many other .Poets had faid the fame 
Things. Hear how Plato {peaks in an. 
other Place upon the fame Subje@, Shall 
we not believe Heliolus? Sarely fier the 
Men of this fort be dead, they are conftituzed 
Demons, Saints, and rais’d up the 
Earth (very good ;) and appointed to pre- 
Jerve mortal Men from Evil, ana to Prove 
them ; (truly we believe ie fo.) 


tice of Plato’s Opinion, becaufe his Sect 


Was ¥ery much followed in St. Paul's 
ime. Vives; upon the laft quoted 


| Here we fhould particularly take No- 


D Placé 


: 
‘ 


Place of St. Auftin, doth obferve, that 
the Sentiments of Philofophers, tho? of i 
the fame Sect, were very different a. 
bout the Gods, and that Apuleius Was 
of another Opinion than Plato in tht 
Point ; and [ cannot find that Plato di. 
ftinguifhes, as Apuleius does, two forts 
Demons, whereof ‘fome been 
Men, ‘and others not: Yea, Apuleius 
fays only thar Philofophers did: fuppof 
‘three forts’ of Gods, viz. a fovereign 
one, *the firft and only God:of that Or 
der, above the World, and incorporeal: 
after him the Planets, and the other 
 vinities, called-Celeftial ; and then, laft 
ly, they whom the ,ancient Roma! 
named Medioximi, whofe Quality, Power 
_and Habitation were below that of cele 
“ftial Gods, and above that of Men. But 
there he makes no Diftin@tion of Daemons 
andall that he fays will not make us be. 
lieve otherwife, but that hé meant thot 
Souls of Men which (in his Opinion) be- 
ing feparated from their Bodies, became 
i _ Demons, being rais’d up to that ‘middle 
i - Nature betwixt the Gods and Me, 


Which he calls properly Damons, and t0 
whom 


af) 
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whom he alfo gives the Name of Gods. 
It’s true, he likewite allows the Name 
of Daemon to Satura, Kea, Jupiter 
‘und, and others thac were accounted 
celeftial Gods ; bur we muft oblerve, 
that the moft common Opinion was, 
that thofe Gods had been Men, and that 
the fame was conftantly beliew’d of 
them ; which Plutarch faith of Ifts and 
Ojiris, of Hercules and Bacchus, viz. that 
of Demons they had been made Gods, 
Mm and chac the Worfhip render’d to them 
was a mixed Worbhip of that of. the 
Gods, and that. of Demons. Plato in 
in like manger calls Demon the Soul of 
a Maza, even before it be out of the Bod)y 
with refpect to that Excellency that 
makes him capable of becoming a De- 
mon, after his Separation from the Body: 
All this perfuades me that Plato believed 
but one fort of Demons, properly fo eal: 
led,and what I have noted of him jyfti- 
hes that he own'd, that all thofe Demons 
were the Souls of Men departed, who 
had lived in the Praétice’ of Vertue. 
This 4s fo much the more probable that 
he faith, that it was above his Capacity 
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to explain well wha: they were, whont 
they called Demons, and that we muft 
- abide by the Opinion of ancient Authow, 
who being the Sons of the Gods, did 
beft know their Parents Opinion. Now 
the Ancients are Hefiodus, and the othtt 
Poets of the fame Opinion, and who 
have faid that the Demons were the 
Souls of Men of the Golden Generation ; 
Yiermes Trifmegiffus was one of the Sons 
of the Gods. St. Au/fin declares his O- 
union thus; De Civit. Dei. 1. 8. ¢. 26. 
€ gives to underfland that he believ’d 


that the Demons were made of the Souls 
of Men’ departed. Cicero, who was 4 
Platonician faith, in the fecond Book of 


Laws, That the Denicals were Feftivals At. 
dicated to the Dead, which (faith he) had 


wot been, had not the Ancients beliew’d that 
they leaving this Life, are admitted into the 


Number of theGods. 

_ As for Apaleius his Notion, That there 
were two forts of Daemons, fome that had 
been Men, and others that had never beet 
(4) cumber'd with corporeal Bonds: Vt is re 


_-markable, 


Sinubes fublime volitant, &c. Quid tandem futura 
cenfes Dzmonum corpora, quz concreta multo. minus, 
| — 
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remarkable, that he afcribes to the fe- 
cond fort, certain Bodies formed of the 
pureft Air, and of a moft fubtile Com. 
pofition. It is the Sentiment of Plutarch, 
who tells us in The Oracles that are ceafed, 
That they are Spirits cloathed with an airy 
Subflancee Thus Amiot hath tranflated 
the 125th Verfe of Hefiodas’s Works, 
called The Works of Days, quoted by 
Plutarch : But when Hefiodus names 
"apt §BCamavor. he {peaks of Men of the 
Golden Generation, who had been made 
Demons by ‘fupiier: From whence 
may be conje€tur’d, that thole excellent 
Demons, according to whohad 
Bodies formed of the pureft and moft 
fubtile Air, were according to Hefiodus 
and Plutarch that quotes him, the Souls 
of dead Men. And it mult be confels’d, 


that the moft common Opinion was, that 
there were none other. 


But fuppofe that the Notion of Apu- 
lieus’ were admitted, and Plato held the 


tanto fublimiora? non enim funt ex hac feculenta nebula 
tumida caligine conglobata, fed ex illo puriflimo -zris lie 
guido & fereno elemento coalita, De Deo Socratis. 
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fame {which doth not appear:) +The 
Diftribution made by Apuleins of the feve- 
rat-Employ ments of each fort of Demons, 
mult alfo be own’d to. have been a. 
common Doctrine, and Plato’s Do€ttrine. 
too ; and this is manifeft, that the Me. 
chator{hip betwixt the Gods and Men, 
could belong (according to the common 
Opinion, and that of Plato) only to the 
Pemoms that had been mention’d: and 
this is) the Affertion; for. in the firft 
place Apuleius faith, That the Lares, ana. 
fach as were called Dei Penates, are of the 
Number of thofe D.emous that had been Men. & 
And in Explication of P/atv’s Principles @ 
hefays, That the Demons, whom we my 
call Genia and Lares, ave effeemed to be the 
Minifters of the Gods, the Guardians of 
Men, and their Interpreters ; if they reqnefl- 
ed any thing of the Gods. Secondly, Apu- 
leius afcribes to the Demons who never 
were Men, another Office than of Me- 
‘diators betwixt the Gods and Men; he 
fays, That they ave always near and Affiftant 
to Men, femper ad funt, to confider all 
their Aitions, and take Notice even of their 
Thoughts ; that after Men are departea, they 
£0 
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with their Souls to Te/?ismony of 
their Belaviour, whereupon fucgiment is 
piven. Hence it appears, that the Office 
of carrying the Prayers and Oblations 
of Men to Heaven, and bringing from 
thence Bleffings and Rewards, did be- 
long to the Demons that had been Men ; 
that which Plato hath taught very clear- 
ly in the Places I have cited. ‘They 
that will be more particularly informed 
concerning the Diftinétion of Demons, 
may read Marctllas Fictnus upon the 
roth Book of Plato’s Republick, at the 
latter end, and in Timeo, c. 14. But 
let it be noted, that here I take no- 
tice only of the airy Demons Mediators 
betwixt the celeftial Gods and Men- 


“which were alfo the Obje& of the Peo- 
-ple’s Worthip. 


If it be obje&ed, that the - Demons 
cannot well be called the Minifters of 
the great God, fince they believed fome 
good and fome evil Demons. 1 anfwer, 
} that Thave fpoken of the Demons Medi- 
ators, and the common Object of the 


Heath 


¢n’s religious Worfhip ; the Sub- 
ject 


-. requir’d not any notice to be ti: 
en of others, nor to be diftinguifh’d 
where the Heathen made no DiftinGion. 
If in Plutarch fome did believe wicked 
Demons, others do condemn that Opini- 
on. According to Platoall Demons were 
Gods; and that Philofopher acknow. 
ledged no Gods but good ones. W: 
bave, faith St. Auftin, De Civit. Dei: |. 8: 
¢.13. Plato’s Opinion who faith that th 
Gods are good, that there is no evil Gods 
which deftroys their Opinion, who hold, that 
the evil Gods are tobe appeas’d with Suri 
fices, left they fbould do us Mifchief. Cel- 
own'd none good ones. Origen 
contra Celf. bib. 8. fol. 103. 


It is here objetted, that the--Heathen | 
in geneial did not believe that there 
were Demons in a middle State betwixt 
the great God and the’ Heroes, {ince 
the Perapateticks believ’d no Spirits fave 
thofe which God had fixed to each 
celeftial Glebe co turn it: ;That the 
Stoicks own’d no’ Demons, and. ithat So- 

_trate’s Opinion was very agreeable. to 


that of Chriftians. ..For anfwer to this 
fays 
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I fay, that the particular Opinion of one 
Seét is no Reafon why the molt common 
Should not be attributed to the general ; 
my Defign was to fhew what was the 
moft general Object of the People’s De- 


= votion, and the vulger Opinion on which 


it was grounded; I was not obliged to 
take notice of all the particular Opini- 
ons of Philofophers which were not 


follow’d by the People. The Peripa- 


teticks did appear but very little in the 
Time of St. Paw; and thefe Intelligen- 
ces which they join’d to each Sphere, 
were none other then the Demons, which 
the Platonicians affixed to them, as 
Marcinus Ficinus witnefles; for all this 
they might believe the airy Demons 
we are difcourfing of; I read nothing 
of them for that Time upon that Sub- 


leem’d to deny all manner of Spirits 
was then better approved than that of 
the Per ipateticks, and yet it put no ftop to 
the Devotion then in ufe among the 
People, according to the Principles of 
Platonicians, Pythagorans, and the Poets: 

As 


ject. The Opinion of Epicurus, who. 


. 


As for Ariftotle, lib. de Mundo, «. 6. if 
he be the Author of that Book, he 
furely believ’d no Demons, either good 
or bad; he believed one only God! 
who being placed in the higheft part 
of the Univerfe, did govern all the Mo- 
tions thereof, as a Machine with feveral 
Wheels and Springs depending one up- 
on another, tho’ their Motions were ve- 
ry different ; None otherwife, faith he 
than’ a Puppet Engineer, by one firft Sprim 
makes the refk to move, and fo fets on work 
and motion all other Machines. In his 
Opinion there is not a better Sentiment, 
nor more worthy of God’s Goodnefs and 
Majefty, than this, That this Sovereign 
Power is feated in the higheft Part of Hes- 
ven, communicates to all Things, even tht 
fartheft, of what is neceffary for their Pre- 
fervation. He cannot approve theif 
Fan¢y, who hold, Thut this Power comes 
down, and ts inferted into Things unworthy 
of it, and which camwot be named with 
Modefly: Neither doth be believe that he 
neds any Servants, or Help, but he can do 


all Things by one fingle Motion, with yr 
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he fers on work all others afterwards. And 
yet he confeffes, that ancient Authors 
have faid, that all was full of Gods; 
and indeed Plato hath it in his Epin. 
This Dogtrine of One God, who moves 
all. Things by Himfelf, and without 
Help, is taught alfo by Ariffotle’s Na- 
tural Philofophy. It is true, that in his 
Metaphyfick he allows to each Heaven 
a feparate Sub{tance, unmoveable, which 
gives Motion tothe Orb. But in the fe- 
cond Book of Heaven, A. 12. he affirms, 
That ‘Heaven moves of it felf, as an 
Animal, and attributcs a Soul to its 
which his ancient Greek, Arabian, and 
Latin Interpreters have called a rec- 
fonable Soul ; fo that it is not eafy to 
know Ariftetle’s particular Opinion : 
However, hear what he faith, ib, 2- 
Metaph. c.8. “Tt hath been taught by 
" our Predeceffors, even the moft an- 
ciént, that the Planets are Gods, 
“If any Man, (excepting him who is 
: the only firft) takes up this Senti- 
~ Ment that the Ancients believ’d that 


| 


she firft Subftances were as Gods, he will 
judge that chis was divinely faid, 


Let every Man reflect on this Place 
that wiil not believe, chat any among 
the Heathen was {imple enough to think 
that the Planets were Gods ; or that Su 
piter, Mars, &c. had their Abode affign’d 
them in the Planets that bear theirNames; 
and which have it, faith he, “ only be- 
 caufe they believ’d that thofe Gods had 
“ particular Dominion upon the Influence 
“ of thofe Planets. I remember not 
to have read of this Notion any where; 
there is fomething that comes near it, 
in the divers Sentiments of Philofophers, 
mention’d by Cicero upon this Subject, 
in his Book De Natura Deorums but 
1 have found in the firft Book, that 
feveral Philofophers believ’d that the 
Planets were Gods. Plato in his Ep- 
nomis, teaches that they are animated 
Bodies, which muft be ador’d as Gods: 
and in Crytulus he fays, that thofe Gods 
are called es, becaufe they run con- 
tinually. The Poets have declared, 

(2) that 
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(a) that Apollo was in the Sun, as in aC har iots 
which he guided, Diana likewife in the 
Moon, &c. Apuleius, 1 the Book 
which he writ of Plato’s Principles, and 
of Socrates his God, doth divide the 
celeftial Gods into vifible and invifible ; 
and faith, that the vifible ones are the 
Lights of the World, the Sun, the 
Moon, and the Stars. 


But let us return to <Ariffotle, and I 
find that in his Time Men became 
Gods; he doth not declare his own O- 
pinion of the Matter, but here is what 
he faith, ‘If Men become Gods, as they 
“ hold, becaufe of the Excellencies of 
“ their Vertues, the Habit of their 
& Mind, muft neceffarily be contrary 
“to a brutifh Habit. In one Word, 
in the 7th B. De Reipab. he tells us, 
That the Gods muft be honour’d by 
the People, and that the Service to be 


— 


(a) Voffius de Idol, lid. 2. cap. 30,:t. Deos Coclites 


vitu ulurpamus, atios intelley veftigamus : ac vifu 
qu em cermimus vos 6 clariflima mundi lumina, labentem 
ducitis annum. De Déo Soeratis. 


per- 
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Perform’ for them, ought to ,be con 

mitted to the oldeft Men, who have 
of Reft. But.ifall this was taught, 
and after this Manner, by the Peripae iim 
ticks in $t. Paal’s ‘Time, thofe Philof 
.phers did not hold an Opinion contray 
to the common ;People, who believed 
that the; Deaions were dead Men, which 
became the Obje€& of the Adoration 
the Living. 


As:for the Stoicks, I confefs. that they 
acknowlidg’d not the Mediation of Dz: 
‘Mons, fince they believ’d that the Sv: 
«preme God was the World ; and that 
all the Gods: Worfhipp’d under fevera 
Names,were only the fevera] Parts of the 
World, whic were all Animated by, 
and Partakers of the Divinity of the 
whole, Cicero de Nat. libr. 1, 2. # 3 
But you know. that this Opinion was no! 
receiv’d among the People that worthip’é 
the Celeftial Gods, and Dzmons Me 
diators -betwixt the Gods and Mea; 
nor by the wife Men, who did own 
one Sovereign God, Maker and Matter 
of the World, and rais'd up = the 
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Heavens. (a) God, faith Trifmegifius in 
me Alclepio, lifted up above the top of the 


highe|t Heaven, 1s every where, takes Notice 
BB of all Things : for beyond Heaven there is 

Place without Stars, feperated from all 
B Corporeal Things. God, faith Ariftotle, hath 


the firf and the higheft Seat. 


As for what is {aid of Socrates, That his 


Notions were conformable tothofe of Chriftians, 


efpecially about Providence, I have read 
what Xenophon relates in lib. 1. and 4. of 
memorable Things, and have found their 
Philofophy intangled with Pagas Errors ; 
but I met with no Chriftianity there. 
He {peaks almoft every where of Gods, 
in the Plural Number, and fometimes 
calls them Demons: at the latter end 
of the 4th Book, he faith, That 2 Demon 
whom he calls God, hindred him from an- 
|wering his ‘fudges. Whereupon both 
Apuleius and Plutarch have written each 
of them a Treatife; the former of the 


Pa De fone $ Antiquities of the Chriftian Religion, or 


God, 


— 
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(perform’d for them, ought to ,be com. 
wmitted to the oldeft Men, who. 
meed of Ref. But ifall this was taught, 
and after this Manner, by the Peripate. 
ticks in St. Paul’s Time, .thofe Philof. 
-phers did not hold.an Opinion contrary 
to the common People, who believes 
that the; Demons were dead Men, which 
became the Obje& of the Adoration of 
the Living. 


As:for the Stoicks, I confefs. that they 
acknowlidg’d not the Mediation of Dz 
.Mons, fince they believ’d that the Sv- 
«preme God was the World; and that 
all the Gods: Worfhipp’d under fevers 
Names,were only the fevera] Parts of the 
World, whic were all Animated by, 
and Partakers of the Divinity of the 
whole, Ciceyo de Nat. libr. 1, 2. 3 
But you know: that this Opinion was not 
receiv’d among the People that worthip’d 
the Celeftial “Gods, and Demons Me 
‘diators -betwixt the Gods and Men; 
nor by the wife Men, who did own 
one Sovereign God, Maker and Matter 


of the World, and rais\d up above the 
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Heavens. (a) God, faith Trifmegiftus in 
Afclepio, lifted up above the top o the 
higheft Heaven, 1s every where, takes Notice 
of all Things : for beyond Heaven there is 
a Place ‘without Stars, feperated from all 
Corporeal Things. God, faith Ariflotle, hath’ 
the firft and the higheft Seat. 


As for what is faid of Socrates, That his 
Notions were conformable tothofe of Chriftians, 
efpecially about Providence, 1 have read 
what Xexophou relates in lib. 1, and 4. of 
memorable Things, and have found their 
Philofophy intangled with Pagas Errors ; 
but I met with no Chriftianity there. 
He {peaks almoft every where of Gods, 
in the Plural Number, and fometimes 
calls them Demons: at the latter end 
of the 4th Book, he faith, That 2 Demon 
whom he calls God, hindred him fvom an- 
|wering his Judges. Whereupon both 
Apuleius and Plutarch have written each 
of them a Treatife; the former of the 


c’s Antiquities of the Chriftian Religion, or 


God, 


God, and the latter of the Demon of 
or as Amiot tranflates it, 
cerning Py Familiar Spirit of Socrates 
and both do affert, that this God of Sp. 
crates Was a Demon; that is, one of 
thofe lefler Gods, which were below 
and inferior to the great Gods. And 
will any Man think what Socrates fays, 
lib. 4. That the Gods muft be honour’d after 
the Manner of the Country where we are; 
doth favour much of Chriftianity.: Ex- 
amine in the fame Book, his Converfa- 
tion with Theodora, and what Xenophon 
faith of him in his Banquet; and I al- 
fure my felf that Era/mus himfelf would 
not cry out, O Saint Socrates, pray for us! 
The wife Heathen themfelves were not 
pleafed with the Difcourfes of Socrates, 
touching the Divinity. They have ta- 
ken Notice, that he called the Sun 
God, and the Spirit of Man; and that 
he {pake fometimes as if there had been 
many (6). His Death was honourable 
to him, and made him be looked upon as 


4 


—— 


(6) Cicero de Nat. D. lib. 1, lib, 
‘a Mare 
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Courfing of ; for 
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Martyr, for having true Sentiments 


of the Divinity: But the Truth is, that 


he had no fettled Notions of God, and 


that he was put to Death merely for 
doubting of, and oppofing the common 
Opinion the others had of the Gods, 
which were eftablifhed by Authoriry. 


™. The Fathers have fhew’d that they have 
™ had no high Efteem for him: And he 
that called him the Ashenian Buffoon (as 


indeed Irony was his beloved Figure) 
was not minded to propofe him as an 
Example to Chriftians. What St. 


fin relates of him, De Confenfa Ev. c. 48. 


That every God is to be ferved after that 
Manner that himfelf hath ordained: doth 
fhew, that even an Heathen is to Keep 
the Orders of the Divinity which is ten- 


dered to him 5 but it juftifies alfo, that 


this wife Man was neverenlightned with 
the right Knowledge of that One on! 

God, who hath reveal’d himfelf to 
Man by his Wotd. However, Socrate’s 
Opinion was not the common Opinion of 
the Heathen, which we are now dif 
Xenophon, lib. 1. Rer, 
That this Philofopher 


lieved 


Mem. tells us, 


at 
wis 
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liewed: that the Gols did take care of Hi- 
mane A iffairs after another Manner thir 
many did imagine. 


the Places where 
inhabited 


were made Gods; and 
Opinion. 


HAT is faid, that Merit had 
raifed up (Hercules, Liber, &c.) t 
Heaven feems to contradi& what is at 
firm’d, that Demons dwell only in the Air: 
We have faid indeed, that the Demom 
Mediators: betwixt the Godsand Men, ail 
dwell in the Air. St. Auftin cells us, Tha! 
it was the Opinion of the Heathens, . De 
Civ. 1.8. ¢.18, 21, 22. & lib, 1% 
for giving an Account of their Doering 
he faith, “ The Gods do hold the high- 
“ eft Place, Men the loweft, and Dz: 
“ mons the middle ; for the Habitati: 


“6 on of the Gods is in Heaven, that 
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: 6¢ be true : There is no Bird that flies 
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6 of Men upon Earth, and the Air is 
« that of Demons.” Apaletus, De D. 8. 
faith, “ That the Damons are betwixt 
« Peaven and Earth, in that Place of 
Air that is betwixt them. But this 
“ Air where the Demons dwell, is not 
« the neareft to the Earth ; for as A- 
“6 puleius hath it, the Planets are above 
“ in Heaven in the Athere, that is, 
“ in the Heat of a pure Fire ; why 
« fhould the Air alone, among the E- 
“ Tements, the Air which inclofes, be 
« left a Wildernefs by Nature, and de- 
“ ftitute of Animals fit to cultivate the 
“ fame? For what fome fay, that Birds 
“are the Animals of the Air, cannot 


“ higher than the top of Olympus, which 
“is but few Furlongs eminent above 
: the Earth: What fhall become then 
: of that great Space of the Air, which 
; reaches from the Moon to the top of 
: Olmpus ? Shall that be deftitute of 
: Animals? Shall that Part of Nature 
: be dead and of no ule ? Confider it 
Well: Birds cannot be efteeméed’ but 
* terreltrial Creatures, they fetch their 
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“* Food from the Earth, there they 
* make their Reft when they are 
““ weary ; and the Air which they beat 
“ with their Wings in flying, is only 
* this loweft. Air, near the Earth, 
“* Reafon therefore will have us con 
“‘ ceive, that what is truly the Air, 
“ hath alfo its proper Animals.” By 
all thefe Reafons he affirms, that the 
Demons are the Inhabitants of this 
Air above Olmpus. It is alfo the Sen 
timent of Hermes in Afclepio; “1 fpcak, 
faith he, of the Demons which I 
% believe do dwell with us, and of 
“< thofe airy ones, which dwell] in the 
¢* nureft Part of the Air, above us and 
© our Earth; where arifes no Fog,and no 
¢ Difturbance.” As for that Part of the 
Air neareft to the Earth, Hermes thinks 
it to be the. Place of the Damned, for 
he faith, “ When: the Soul is feparated 
“. from the Body, the great Demon exa- 
« mines the Merits thereof ; if it be 
“ adorned with Piety and Juftice, itis 
‘4 permitted to go into convenient Pla- 
cf. ces 5 but if he finds it polluted with 
“Sigs, ahd covered with Vices, he 
throws 
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“% throws it down into low Places, and 
@ expoes it to Storms and Whirl- 
“ winds in the Air, to Water and | 
“ Fire, which do often fight together, 7 
«“ and fo being always agitated with 
continual Pains, it is toffed, without 
“ ceafing, betwixt Heaven and Earth, : 
“ by the Waves of the World. Mark : 
well thefe Storms and Hurricanes betwixt q 
Heaven and Earth; for, to my thinking, 
this clearly teaches us, that Heaven, to 
the which thefe Heroes were raifed up, 
is that Space of the Air above the Clouds 
where are no Commotions, and which 


_fhould be that convenient Place for righ- 
teous Souls, 


However, I have fufficiently fhew’d, 
that according to the moft conftane, 
and common Do€trine of the Heathen q 
the Mediator Demons, are the Souls of q ; 
dead Men, who lived virtuoufly, and | | 
-Whofe conftant Abode is in the higheft 7 
and pureft Part of the Air, whence they 
come down to Men, and go up to the _ 
Gods If [have faid that Hercalus, Liber, 
Fe. were railed up to Heaven by their q 

Merits, 


“a 
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Merits, that was the Opinion of the 
Heathen, as it is exprefs’d in the Laws 
of the twelve Tables. (2) We muft fay 
therefore, that the Heaven whereinto 
thefe were admitted after Death, was 
the higheft and pureft Part of the Air, 


which is often called Heaven, and where 
do dwell thofe Souls which became 


Demons ,orelfe we fay with Plutarch, 
that Hercules, Liber,-Grc. were turned 
from-Damons into Gods, and confequent- 
ly alfo raifed up from the Air into Hea- 
yen. “As indeed Hefiodus Opinion, 
‘as Plutarch witnefles, in his Treatife of 
‘The Oracles that are ceas'd, was that the 
Souls of Virtuous Men, were changed 
into Heroes, or Demi-Gods : that after- 
wards they became Demons, that at 
‘faft, being well purified by Vertue, they 
“were made Gods, except thofe that died 
Demons, and fuch as were again entang: 
“Jed with mortal Bodies. This 
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(a) Cicero, Lib. 1. Legum. Separatim nem habefiit 
Teos five novos, fed nec advenas, nice publice 
-familiz, patrumque fervanto. Divos, & eos qui celelles 
ex habit? funt colunto. Et illos quos in moerita 
vodavesint. -Herculem, Liberum, #&{cylapiuro,. Caftorem, 

pollucem, Quirinuim, Deotum, Manuum jura fanéta ‘untae, 
Hos Letho datos Divos habenio, 
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This proves that the very ccleftial 
Gods, whom the greateft part worfhip’d, 
had been Men as well as the Démons, 
and that St. Avjfin was in the right 
De Civ. D. 1. 8. c. 26. when he faid, 
That the whole Religion of the Heathen 
confifted in the Worfbip of dead Men. 
That which he proves by the Autho- 
rity of Varro and Trifmegifius, 1 will add 
to what he fays, that the Genealogy 
of the Gods and their Actions, fet forth 
‘by the Poets, and particularly by Hefio. 
dus, as alfo written in Profe, and feri- 
oully related by Apollodorus, as true Hi- 
tories, could not beget any other Sen- 
timent in the People than this, That 
the Gods, whom they ferved, had: been 
Men. They could not but be confirmed 
in this Opinion, by the Apotheofes, when 
they faw that publick Authority did 
from time to time canonize, and: fet in 
the Number of the Gods, fome ‘Men, 
‘whom they had feen to.die. The Civil 
Magiftrate, and both the high and or- 
dinary Prie#s did unanimoufly labour’to 
Maintain the Vulgar in: the fame O- 
pinion, 
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pinion, their Defign being to have the 
higheft Honours rendred after Death 
to them, who had beft ferved the State, 
whether in War, Or in Peace; and 
keep the People in Awe, by the ‘Fea 
of that Divine Power, which  thofe 
were rais’d up to in Heaven, to whom 
they had yielded Obedience upon Earth. 
_This' appears particularly by Plato's 
Books, De Republica. The Priefis were 
taken. from among the Heads of the 
People, who could bear no longer the 
Burden of the Civil: Wars ; ; or whom 
they thought fir to make the Heads of 
Religion, for the Good of the Srate, 


As for the private Notions they 
might ‘have in their. Souls concerning 
the Divinities they ador’d, and. their 
Worfhip, we may judge of them by 
_ the Difcourfe of one of their High-Priefts, 
Cotta’ in Cicero, De Nat. D. 3. ‘1 
‘ have been’ fenfibly touched, Balbus 
¢ with your Exhortation, to remember 
‘ that I am Cotta, and a High-Prieft ; 
_ perceive that the Meaning is, that 
Fought to defend the Doétrine we 


‘ have 
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have receiv’d from our Anceltors, 


¢ 


concerning the immortal Gods, and 
maintain the Sacrifice:, Ceremonies 
and Religion, that’s my Defign, and 
1 did italwavs ; and all che Ditcourfe, 
whether of the Learned, or of the 
Ignorant, cannot take from me that 
Opiaion I receiv’d from my Anceftors 
touching the Worfhip of the Celeftial 
Gods; but ia the Cafe ot Religion 
I confule with the High-Pricits char 
went before me, and not with the 
old Philofophers. I give more Credit 
to the Divine Lelia, than to the moft 
learned Steicks inthe World. All the 
Religion of the People of Rome con- 
liitsin the Sacrifices and Divinations: 
to which I may add the Predi&tions and 
Augures, whereof we are warned by 
the Intcrpretess of the Sybi/s, and by 
the Sarifpices of Prosnofticators. Lhold 
that none of thefe Devotions is to be 
defpifed : and I am fure that the 
Foundations of our State were lay’d 
upon the Prognoftciations of Romulus, 
and upon the Ceremonies inftituted 
Nana. This is what Corts believ’d, 

‘ and 
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¢and what the Hish-Prieft ought to 
* believe : And now tell me yourThoughts 
for L am to learn of you, who are as 
Philofopher,the Reafon of our Religion. 
* But I am to believe it upon the Av- 
‘ thority of ourAnceftors,tho’ no Reafon 


of it were given me. Balbus having 

asked him what he would have? he: 
anfwered him thus, * The firft Thing 
* is, that tho’ all Men (except thofe that 
¢ arealtogether ungodly) do agree that 
* there are Gods, and nothing can per- 
‘ {wade me of the contrary ; yet I be- 
‘lieve it merely upon the Authority 


i ¢ of the Ancients, and you give me no 
¢ Reafon why it fhould be believ’d: 


I And alittle after, ‘ Becaufe you judged 


‘ not that this Truth was as plain as you 
¢ defix’d it fhould be, you would prove 
¢ by feveral Arguments, that there were 
‘ Gods: as for me, it is fufficient that 
‘the Ancients have convey’d it to us 
¢ by Tradition ; but you defpife Authors 
‘ and will difpute by Reafon : Give leave 
therefore tomy Reafon to difpute with 
‘ yours.” After this he maintains by 


Reafon the Atheiftical Part, which he 
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he did renounce to hold to the Habita- 
tion of his Anceftors, and out of Refpet 
to their Authority. And what think 
you now ? Doth not he, who calls bim- 
felf the High-Prieft among Chriftians, 
make good ufe of Heathenith Principels ¢ 
Do yenot think, that thofe who would 
have us believe the Trinity, and other 
Myfteries of our Holy Religion, and the 
Divinity of the Holy Scripture, upon 
none other Ground than becaule all rhat 
was believ’d by them that went before 
us, or upon the Autiiority of the Caurch, 
or of other Leaders, that they have not 
profited little by Corta’s Inftructions. 
But are you. not grieved to fee the 
Truths of Chriftianity treated at no bet- 
ter Rate than were the Fables of the 
Heathenifh Worthip. Do you not Judge 
then, that thefe, who fo plainly declare 
that they ftand to Chrif’s Religion only 
upon Men’s Authority, have not in 
their Hearts better Notions of it than 
Cotta had of that of his falfe Gods : 


It IS apparent enough, that they 
who fo highly affert their Authority, 
of being the only Guides in Matters of 

G Religion; 
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Religion, have.the fame Defign with the 
Hijgh-Prieft, in Cicero’s Time. This 
the only thing they aim at, to Main. 
tain the ignorant People in their 
Opinion, and in the Praétice of thoke 
Ceremonies already receiv'd, but ne- 
ver to permit them to examine the 
Do&trine, enqsire after the Truth, and 
reform and re&ify their Sentiments, 
Socrates was put to Death for offering 
at ir, and the Maxim that caus’d tt 
did not die with him ; Plato profited 
by his Example, and taught Cotta what 
we have heard of him : for he fpeaks 
thus, /ib. legum 11. “I have faid that 
“ the Souls of the Dead have fome 
“ Power, whereby they take care of 
“ humane Affairs; that is true, and 
“ much might be faid on that Subject: 
‘¢ wherefore, unlefs Men were out 0 
“¢ their Senfes, they muft believe upon 
“ the Account of the Ancients and 
“¢ commonly receiv’d Tradition, and 
“ the Authority of the Law-givers that 


és have ordained it. 
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Gods and Demons. 


INCE we are entred upon the 
Subject of Demons become Gods, 
we muft not leave it without fome 
Reflections upon what Plutarch fays, 
That their Worfbip was a mixt W orfbip of 
that of the Gods, and of that of Daemons : 
which clearly difcovers that there was a 
Difference, at leaft, according to the 
Philofophers Opinion, betwixt ‘the Wor- 
fhip peculiar to the celeftial Gods, ‘and 
that which belonged to Demons ; as 
indeed Trifmeciftus, fo often quoted by 
St. Auftin, faith in Afclepio, “ That 
“ Heaven and the celeftial Gods were 
“ pleas’d in receiving the Admirations, 
“ Praifes, and Obedience of Men; where- 
“upon he makes a large Commentary, 
: and then ends with thefe Words. 
To Honour the Divinity Sim- 
plicity 
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“€ plicity of Spirit, and a pure Heart; 
““ to reverence his Works, and give 
‘ ‘Thanks to his Will, which alone js 
“ good; this is true Philofophy, which 
* is polluted by no troublefome Ci. 
“ riofity.” At the latter end he falls 
to Prayer, and Afclepius having whi. 
{fper’d to him, that to his Prayers fhould 
be added offering of Incenfe and otlter 
Perfumes, he grows angry, and anf{wers 
thus, “* Afclepius, you ought to have 
“© better Thoughts ; it is a kind of Sua- 
“ criledge to offer Incenfe to any thing 
“ elfe but God; when we pray, no. 
“¢ thing is wanting to him, who Ina 
“© felf is all Things ; but we worfhip by 
giving of Thanks; the high 
“© which God requiresis, that Men fhould 
«© give him Thanks.” I think to fe 
by this, the Difference betwixt the Wor- 
fhip of the Gods and that of Demons, 
which muft be this, That the Worthip 
of the Gods muft be fpiritual, and con- 
fifted:in holy Meditations, the Affection 
of the Heart, giving of Thanks, and 
Obedience; and that of Demons, Was 


all that Pomp of Ceremonies, and. of- 
fering 
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fering of Sacrifices: AS indeed as to 

Temples, Tri/megi/ius faith “ That as 
“ the Supreme God, the Lord and 
“ Father, hath made the celeftial 
“ Gods ; fo Man hath made the Gods 
“ that are in Churches. And what 
follows clearly fhews, that his Notion 
was, that-the Gods made by Men, 
were truly Gods, made up (faith he) 
of the Divine Nature, and of the Matter 
that was found among Men. It is true 
as it is added, that Men cannot create 
Souls, but they call in the Souls of Demons, 
or of Angels. Apuleius {peaking of De- 
mons of the fecond Order, which had 
been Men, faith likewife, “ That they 
* were called Gods, who having led a 
wife and juft Courfe of Life, were 
4 honoured by Men, who confecrated 
them, and appointed 
' Ceremonies for their Worfhip, and 
“ by thefe own’d them for Divinities. 
Wherefore it is manifeft, that Philo- 
fophers believed that Churches were 
HN only to Demons that had 
veen Men. They had the fame No. 
) on of Images, Trifmegiftus faith, That 
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Men having invented the Art of making 
Gods, did call in Invocation the Soy) 
of Demons, to put them into thofe bul 
Imagies, and that by this Means the Tdbls, 
Idola,, have Power to do Good or Evil 
Note that in this Place, Idol and Image 
are the fame thing. As for the Sa. 
crifices and Ceremonies, we have feen 
that Apwleius reckons them among 
the Honours rendred to Damoas of 
the fecond Order, that is, which had 
been Men. He doth not tell us with 
what Form of Worfhip the ochers muf 
be ferved,.tho’ he declares that they 
are religioully to be honour’d. Hear 
how how he fpeaks of what is due to 
the Celeftial Gods and to Demons; 
“ All the Celeftial Gods do alw-ys en- 
“ joy the fame eternal Equality, the 
* fame Temper of Spirit, which never 
* exceeds its Bounds, cither towards 
-“ Grief or Pleafure: God cannot be 
“ to any Commotion, either of 
“ A&ion or of Love; he can neithet 
“ be tranfported with Anger, not 
“ moved with Pity; he is freed from 


“ afl Paffions, he can neither mourn 
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« nor rejoyce, oc. But all chefe, and all 
é things of this kind belong to Dz. 
« mons, who are in a middle Ele. 
‘“« vation ; they are as WE, capable of 
« being provok’d and appeas’d ; they 
“ can be angry and compaffionate ; Men 
“ may obtain their Favour by Offerings, 
“ {often them by Prayers, and provoke 
“ them by Injuries, Ge. And for this 
“ Reafon, we areto receive with Faith 
“ the divers Obfervations of Religion, 
“ thé Devotions of facred Ceremonies 
“ and Sacrifices. ‘The Meaning ts, that 
if Men had refpe€t only to the Ce- 
leftial Gods, who can be fénfible of 
- nothing, there would be no need of all 
the Ceremonies of Religion ; they fhould 
be honour’d, according to Tri/megiftus’s 
Opinion, by pure Obedience and Thankf- 
iving : But that by reafon ofthe Varie- 
ty, which the Demons are capable of 
all thofe Religious Ceremonies muft be 
obferved, whereby Men do endeavour, 
either to : appeafe them, or to get Fa- 
eg from them. Whereupon it fhould. 
ve noted, that the Celeftial Gods, who 
were Demons before, having nor quite 


put 
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put of their Natore and former Af. 
feétions, were, according to Platarch’s 


Opinion, to be fetved both as Gods and 


as Demons, that is with a mixt Wor. 
fhip, | honouring them with Hymn 
and Praifes, as Plato teaches ; it is like 
wile requifite to build them Temples 


to offer. Sacrifices to them to pleafe 


them, to keep clofé to the Ceremonial Ob- 


fervations of Religion, as it is praGi- 


fed in the Worfhip of Demons. Seeing 
therefore, that the Multitude of Gods 
which the Heathen worfhip’d in their 
Images, with Sacrifices and other Religi- 
ous. Services, were either Damons Me- 
diators, or Demons raifed up to Hea. 


ven, and all fuch Gods as had been Mea, 


as appears, by the Hiftories of their Lives, 
and--of their Tranflations: It follows, 
that .alJ the Religion of the Heathen 
confifted in the Worlhip of Dead Men; 
and that St. Paul was in the right 
when he faid, That what the Heathen 
offered, they offered it to Demons; 
for thus it fhould be tranflated, and 
not to Devils. “ad | 
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that Place Scrip- 
| ture, 1 Cor. X. 20. 
What the Heathen of- 
fer, they offer 
Devils. 


HIS place of Holy Writ, being 
ill tranflated in our vulgar 
Tongue, fhould be here well reflected 
upon, "A Ques Sees for 
it fhould be rendred, -to Demons, not 
to Devils ; for the Apoftle {peaks of the 
Obje& of the Heathenifh Worthip, and 
according to the Notions ofthe Heathen, 
fince he gives it the fame Name which 
they did, this is very remarkable: If Re- 
flection be made upon the Hebrew Word, 
which the Seprwagint have tranflated De- 
mons, for the Words of St. Paul, in this 
Place, do alludeto thofe, Deut. 22. 17. 
Where Mofes {peaking of the Sacrifices 
which 
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which the Children of I/rael offer’d to the 
Gods of Moab and of Midian, faith (according 
to the Tranflation of the Septuagint of 
the V, ulgate, and of Tremelius) They offered 
to Demons, wt to Gods : We trantflated, 
They offered to Idols that are no Gods, The 
Tranflation of the Seventy, which St, 
Paul follow’d, doth Anfwer the Hebrew 
Fext, better than the other: Sched, which 
both the Seventy and St. Paal, have 
tranflated Demons, hath great Afhnity 
with the Word Scaddai, one of the 
Names _ which the holy Language gives 
to God alone, to fignify that God 2- 
lone is fufficient to Himfelf, and to all 
Things befides. The Septuagint have 
tranflated Sched twenty Times by the 
Word Vafos, which fignifies a Woman's 
Breft that affords fufficient Nourifhment 


for young Children; but they have re- 


der’d it but twice by the word Demons, 
viz. Deut. 32. 17. and Pf. 106. 37. the 
only Places wherein it is ufed to fignity 
a Form of ualawful Worfhip. My 0b- 
fervation is this, that the word Sched 
anfwers. well to that of Damon, 


which without doubs was an apart 
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ble Name given to the Object of reli- 
gious Worfhip by the Neighbouring 
Nations, and particularly the Midianstas, 
whofe Language had much Affinity 
with the Hebrew, as the Grectans gave 
the Name of Demons to them, whom 
they moft conftantly ador'd. What 
I infer from it is, that it clearly ap- 
pears that the Apoftle doth here fet 
forth the Doftrine of the Heathen, ac- 
cording to their own Notions, and 
the Confeffions of their wifeft Philofo- 
phers, viz. that what they offered, they 
offered it to Demons ;and withal to teach 
Chriftians, who were not Ignorant what 
Things God had formerly condemned, 
and might very well be fenfible of the 
Strength of his Allufion, that fuch 
Wortfhip could but be very difpleafing 
to God: whence it follows, that they 
were by ne Means to partake of the 
Heathenith Sacrifices, fince by the Confef- 
fion of thofe that offer’d them, they were 
offered to Demons, and were the fame 
Which the Children of Ijrael 
aving facrificed unto, under fuch Name 

46 was not lefs Honourable than that 
of 
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of Diemons, had notwithftanding high. 
ly provoked: God. By this St. Peu/ 
bath taught us thefe two Things in 
general, 1. That the Heathen com. 
mutted Sin in offering Sacrifices to any 
but God. 2. That Chriftians fhould have 
nothing to do with any religious Wor. 
Ship, which does not direétly and imme. 
diately relate to God, and to him alone; 
notwithftanding all the Reafons which 
Men may pretend to the contrary, and 
the fine Names they will give to thofe 
Obje&ts which they worfhip after this 
manner 


. 


the Command- 


‘ment of the Law. 


T HE foregoing Doétrine is taught 


us by the’ firft Commandment of 


the Law ; how have none other God, 
ornGods before, or upon ty Face, Two 
things fhould here be taken notice of 1. 


That 
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That tho’ there is no other God but 
one. and that an Idol is nothing m 
World ; yet whatfoever Men fet up 
as an Objet of religious Worfhip,. is 
termed God: in holy Scripture, becaufe 
it is fubftituted and placed in the room 
ofthe true and only God, who ought to 
be the fole Obje& of Religion. 2. The other 
is, that inthis Precept ‘God [peaks to 
Men that ewn him as God, and pro 
fefs to worlhip He doth not 
forbid they fhould deny him, that they 
fhould go and’ ferve other Gods; but 
he forbids particularly, they fhoald 
ferve any other in his Prefence, or with 
him; thofe that are guilty of the for- 
mer do: caft' God behind their Backs, 
Rom. 14.9. but they that commit the 
the latter Crime, do ftill pretend to 
ftand’ in God’s Prefence; their Sin is, 
that they will. have other Ob- 
jects of their’ Devotion: before, befides 
and with Ezek. 23} 8c. The Terms 
of the Commandment feems to point 
at thofe who: place certain Objects! af 
their Devotion betwixt God and thent- 
felves, and as before; or upon Gbd’s 
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Face, to cover the dreadful Majetty 
thereof, that they may approach it with 
lefs Fear. It may be faid here, that as un, 
der the Law the Face of God was the 
Ark towards which they worfhip‘d, was 
the only Symbole of God’s Prefentce, and 
as a Means to draw near unto him: and 
that as under the Law God would notthat 
his People fhould have any other Objectof 
their Devotion, but Himfelf, who {pake 
to them out of the Ark, ‘nor. contrive 
any other Way of drawing nigh 
to him, nor fancy any other Token of 
his Prefence with them: So under the 
Gofpel he will have no Chriftians to ac- 
knowledge none other Obje& of their 
religious Services, than the God who 
manifefted himfelf in Fefus Chriff, the 
only Mediator betwixt God and Mea, 
nor feek after any other Means of ob- 
taining his Grace and Favours, than the 
fame fefus Chriff. Difobedience to this 
Law, is the Error which St. Paal pro- 
phefied fhould prove the great Unhap- 
_pinefs of the Chriftian Church, when he 
faith, That fome [ball fall away from the 
Faith, giving up themfelves to feducing 
Spirits and Dottrines of Demons. Of 
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Of the Words Demon and 
and the re- 
markable Difference be- 


Names 


and Sepulchres and 
Relicks. 


HY is it fay’d that the Name 
| of Demon is lefs fearful than 
that of Devil, feeing that Mr. Daille 
obferves, that it is always ufed to fig- 
nify anevil Thing in the Tranflation 
of the Septuagints ;and that in the Book 
of the Ads it is ufed otherwife but in 
one Place, and that with refpeét to the 
wrong Judgment which the Heathen 
made of it? To this will be anfwer’d, 
that the Word Demox hath always form- 
ed in the Mind of Chriftians the Idea 
of an Evil Thing, as reprefenting to 
them either the Obje€t of abominable 
I | Idolatry4 


Idolatry, or thofe Evil Spirits that are 
conftantly called: by this Name, as Origen 
oblerves, Lib. 5. ag. Celfus. It fignifies 
always the. one or the. other of thefe 
Things in the New Teftament, even 
Aids. 17. £8. In the Tranflation of. the 
Sevénty, it, is ufed fix or. feven times 
to the fame. Purpofe : we have already 
feen two Places where it expotinds a 
Word fignifying. a forbidden Worhhip, 
P/. 96. 5. It fhews the Signification of 
the Word Elilim, which we tranflate 
Idols, and Ifa. 56. 11. to expound. the 
Word Gad, which we tender the Holt 
of Heaven ; in both which Places, men- 
tion is made of falfe Divinities. Be- 
fide thefe, the Seventy likewife ufed 
the Word ‘Dzmon, toexplain the Hebrew 
Word Sehhirim, Ifa 13. 21. which we 
cranflate Bugbears, and it fignifies a kind 
of. Wild Beaft or Night Bird, apt to 
fright. Folks, and which were to fhelter 
themfelves in the Ruins of Babylon, 
after it was deftroy’d; and J/a. 34. 14. 
to.expound the Word Tiijim, which figni- 
fies the Wild. Beafts which were to 
iepair to the Ruins of Bo/ra. 
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moft conftant Ufe of the Word Damon, 
hath been to reprefent thofe Animals of 
a Middle Nature, betwixt God and Man, 
which we call Azels, and were fo 
named by the Heathen themfelves in 
Afilepio. Chriftians have called Evil 
Angels Demons, and to the good they 
have given the’ Name of Angels only. 
Thofe among the Heathen; who ac. 
knowledged Evil Demons, called them- 
felves Cacodaimonas, and mifchievous An- 
pels ; but with them the Name of De. 
mon was con{tantly an honourable 
Name, which they gave to the Nobleft 
Objects of their religious Worhhip: 
whenfoever the Scripture makes ule of 
it to exprefs an Obje of Religion, it 
always intimates a falfe Obje€t, and 
Chriftians look upon it with Abhor. 
rence; but the Heathen notwithftanding, 
have taken this Name, in their Senfe, 
for the Name of a Thing worthy of 
their Veneration, fo that when in 
Scripture it fignifies an Obje&. of A- 
doration, it is taken .in partem, 
for a Venerable Name, with »refpec 
to the Judgment that the ‘Heathen 
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made of it; but it founds ill inthe 
Ears of Chriftians. It is not only Ad 
17. that it is ufed to fignify a good 
Thing, but alfo 1 Cor. 10. and it 
cannot be taken in another, Rev. 9. 
20. according to the Notion. of the 
Worfhippers there fpoken of, tho’ we 
tranflate it by the Word Devils, ac 
cording’ to our Notion. I fay therefore, 
that the Word Damon doth reprefent 
to Chriftians none but odious Obje&s ; 
yet it could not, at leaft in St. Paul's 
Time, infpire fo great an Horror as that 
of Devils; for, obferve in the firft Place, 
that in the Greek Tongue, then fpoken 
every where, and underitood by every 
Body, the Word Demon fignifies Lear 
wed, whereas Devil fignifies a falfe A- 
cufer. Secondly, none ever imagined 
that the Word Devdl fignified any thing 
that was good: but the Name Demon 
was efteem’d by moft as very Venerable; 
in a conftant Converfation among Men; 
and ufing,as they do, fome Words which 
they diflike not, Jeffens very much 
the Averfion we might otherwife have 


for them, tho’ at this time we do 
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diftinguifh them, and we look upon the 
Names of Devils and Demons to be 
Synonymous, tho” the one comes out eafier 
than the other: we obferve likewife in 
reading the Holy Scripture, that the 
Word Devil is always without any Ti- 
tle or Adjun&, which can intimate any 
difference between the Things to which 
this Name is given; but the Name De- 
mon is fometimes ufed with Diftinction, 
which implies that this Name may be 


given as well to good as to Evil Things, 


as Luke 4. 33. The Spirit of an unclean 
Demon, or as itis in fome Copies, An 
impure Demon. 


Two notable Differences there are be- 
twixt thefe two, firft that the Holy 
Scripture applies the Word Demon both 
in the Singular and in the Plural Num- 
ber, to the fame Things : But tho’ the 
Word Devils is three times ufed in the 
Plural Number, to fignify fuch Perfons 
as are given to flandesing, yet never 
but in the Singular to fignify the 
Evil Spirit: This fhews that the Scrip- 
ture will not confound thefe two Names 
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we do, and the Things which are 
reprefented by them. The firlt Place 
where we meet with the Word StalenGr 
Devil, according to the Septuagint’ s 
Tranflation, is in the beginning of the 
Book of Fob, where we find it twelve 
times in two Chapters, and always to 
expound the Word Satan, which is the 
Name of that wicked Spirit that flanderd 
Joe, and would deftroy him. The 
place in the New Teftament is in St. 
Matthew, when he tempted our Saviour; 
St. Luke calls the Tempter the Devil, 
and St. Mark names him Satan which 
clearly fhews that he who tempted 
Chrift, is the fame that accufed fob. The 
fame doubtlefs who defired to fift the 
Apoftles as Wheat, who infpit’d Fades 
to be a Traitor, that filled <Avanss 
and Sapphiral’s Heart, this is the 
great Dragon, the old Serpent, called 
the Devil; and Satan the Accufer of 
the Brethren, the fame that feduced Eve: 
the. fame Satan in Hebrew, and Devil 
according to. the Seventy, who, with- 
ftood. the High-Prieft Jebybuah, and who 


is,reprefented contending for the en’ 
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of Mofes, Fude. from whofe Power 
Men are delivered by the Preaching 
of the Gofpel; in one Word, who had 
the Empire of Death, and whom Chrift 
hath overcome by his Death. This 
Word s22Bors is not found in thie Greek 
Heatheni{h Authors to fignify a 
or any other particular Thing: And I 
do not think that the Heathen knew 
this great Accufer, Adverfary, and ge- 
neral Enemy of Mankind, which we 
call the Devil : They that believ’d wicked 
Demons, never gave them this Name, 
neither was it given to that evil God, 
the Author of all Evil, whom fome, tho 
but few, did affirm to ftand in oppofi- 
tion to the Almighty and good God, 
but whom they never look’d upon asan 


envious, jealous Spirit, to accufe Men 
before God, and endeavouring by all 


manner of Ways and Means to deftroy 
them. We have no Knowledge of this 
Spirit called the Devil, and Satan, but 
by the Revelation of God’s Word: it 
fhould be obfery’d therefore, that the 
Holy-Scripture {peaking of Demons, that 
were the Obje& of the Heathenifh 

Worthin, 
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Worlbip, names them often in the 
Plural Number, according to the Notions 
of thofe Idolatrous Nations, but never 
of the Devil, or Satan, the true Caule 
of Man’s Fall; but as of one to whom 
is attributed the Sedu&ion of the 
World, and of the Nations, the Ori- 
ginal of Mens Inclinations to do Evil, 
and oppoling God’s Grace and Man’s 


Happinels, 


The fecond Difference to be taken 
notice of is, that the Scripture never 
gives the Name of Demoz to any living 
Man, but that of Devil, and Satan to 
feveral, as to Hadad, 1 Kjngs 1. 14 
to Rezov, Ver. 23. 25. to St. Peter, 
Matt. 16. 23. in the fame Senfe that 
David called Abifcai by the fame Name, 
2 Sam. 19. 22. thefe Men are called 
Satan, the Name of the moft fearful and 
cruel Enemy and Adverfary of Mankind 
to exprefs the greatnefs of the Injury 
they offered by their Oppofitions and 
Contraditions. In St. John 6. 70. it 
is faid of Judas, that he was a Devil, 


. 
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in the fame Senfe that this Name 1s 
given to Hammon by the aap » Heft. 
17. 4. and chap. 3+ vere I. where we 
find the Hebrew Word Jfar, which fig- 
nifies a violent Oppreffor: the Reafon 
of this is, that the Devil or Satam isa 
real and true Being, and moft wicked 
of all Creatures; and the Holy Scrip- 
ture will have us to underftand that 
all thofe are like him to whom ir gives 
this Name; whereas the Demons, ho- 
nour’d by the Heathen, have- no real 
Exiftence, and the Holy Ghoft would 
not give the Names .of Things that have 
no Being but in Imagination, to, thofe 
Perfons whofe real Qualities were to 
be declar’d and fet forth, 

I conceive, that’ it will be “objetted, 
that the Demons of the ‘Heathen were 
real Things, fince what ‘was worfhip- 
ed under that Name, wére the. Souls 
of dead Men, and that fome did alfo 
underitand by the fame Name, ‘them 
that wecall Agels. “To this I anfwer 
that both Angels and the Souls of dead 
Men, are indeed real in'themf{elves, but 
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Art of making Gods, did 
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as to that Mediation, the Knowledge 
of Human Affairs; the Power of com 
manding, of deferiding, of communicat 
ing good thins atid above all: 
adorable Divinity attributed to them 
by their Worfhippers, they were nothing 
in truth. St. Pssl faith it exprefly, 
1. Cor, 84. and Chap. 10. 19. 1 know 
that he b eaks there of Idols, that is, 
of confécreated in the Hea: 
thens Temples, for this is Meaning 
of the Word Idol, even in Apuleids in 
Afclept But the le doth not'confider 
thofe Images in themfelves, that either 
in their Nfarter ot Form, for that was 
fomethifg; bur’ re{pe& to what 
they were in tlie Imagination of F- 
doliters, wha believed that they repre- 
fented fo many  Divinities; that they 
were not ‘fimple- Statues, bit Images 
fall. of Spirit; that “wrought Wonders, 
and knew Things to come, did foretell 
them by’ Dreams ‘or ‘otherwite, and 
caufed Difedfes to’ fall upon Men, and 
cured them afterwards: Holy Images 


into which Men ‘having found the 
introduce 


the 


oo 
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the Sowls of Daemons, OF Angels: in 
one Word Idols, Idola, which alone had 
the Power of doing Good or Evil. And 
‘do you.not find here all chat is faid 
now of the Images of Laaretts, and te- 
veral other Places. With refpet to 
this, Paw! faith, that she Idol 
thing in the World ; becaufe that what 
they would have it tobe, is no more 
.than the Vertue afcribed to it; that 
there is no. God; but One and what 
the Gentiles did offer, they otfered it 
to Demons, not to God; and Demons 
‘where nothing but imaginary Divi. 
Mites. 


We gather from both rhefe Differences, 
that tho’ the Heathenifh Opinion con- 
cerning Daemons, and that which was 
to be in vogue among Chriftians con- 
formably thereunto, had the Devil for 


their Author; yet in that Place St. 
Paul's Meaning is not that they were 
Dottrines of Satan,or of the Devil, of 
whom he makes no mention, nor Do&- 
Tines in{pired by Devils: there being 
but one only Devil, whom the Apofile 
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wou _ have named in the Sin 

N umber, fince’ he is never fpoken 
therwife in the whole Bible ; nor yet 
Dottrines fuggefted by Demans, ‘which 
were nothing: But that they were 
Opinions which Men would hold con- 
cerning the Worfhip of Dead‘ Men, an- 
fwerable to them which the Heathen 
hhad conceived oftheir Demons. Many 
Chriftans, faith Vives upon chap. 27. of 
lib. 8. St. Aufl. De Civit. D. “ Do Evil 
“in athing that fhould be Good; they 
«© Honour the Saints, both Men and 
“ Women, after the fame manner that 
« they ferve God: and I perceive not 
“what may be the Difference in many 
© things betwixt the Opinion they have 
“ of the Saints, and what the Ges- 
giles thought of their Gods. 


As touching the Offices attributed 
to Demons, I will tell you that they 
are fet forth by Plato, Apuleius, Plutarch 
‘and Celfus, in the forenamed Places, 
and that all thefe Aurhors do add here 
to the~Teftimonies ‘of Hefiodus in his 


Poem, whofe Title is, Of the Works of 
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Days. Plato, in lib. Legum it. afcribes 
to Valean and Pallas, the Protection of 
the Workmen who labour’d-in Things 
pertaining to Life ; to Mars and Pallas 
that of Smiths, who made offenfive and 
defenfive Weapons, and fays that one 
God is over one thing, and another over 
another thing. See Arvobius, lib. 3. Vof- 
fius de Idol. Gentium, lib. 1. ¢c. 7. The 
Veneration of Sepulchres and Relicks is 
allow’d' in the Heathenifh Authors ; 
you will find it particularly in Jib. 5. 
of Plato’s Refp. and in Cicer. lib. 2. Legum, 
You may read upon this Subject the 
fixth Book of Arnobius. 
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Devil, or Satan; aud 
Angels {poker of, 

aX. Xi. 

2 Pet. ii 


Hat there is but one Devil, feems 
| to be both a bold and falfe Affer- 
tion, fince Seripture {peaks of feveral 
Angels that finned in the beginning, 
and of Angels of Satan ; yet the Scripture 
thar tells us that there is a Devil, ot 
Satan, never fpeaks but of one only, 


_to whom it afcribes the Seduétion of 


Man, and all the Malignity tending to 
his Deftru&tion. I know that the con- 


trary Opinion is the moft common 4- 
mong 
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mong Chriftians, and I do not look 
it as dangerous-to condemn chem 
that hold it; but F fay, thae it doth 
hot to havé Fondation m 
God’s Word ; and believe, they have it 
from forhe other Place. 


We have feen that among the Hea- 
then forie believed that there were 
wicked Dzmons, Whoni they called 
codemons, and mifchievous Angels: the 
fame Opinion was among the ‘fews, aftet 
they were divided into feveral Sects, 
The Saddaces believed neither Refurs 
reCtion, nor Angels, nor Spirits: But 
the Pharifees, who had- better Credit 
with the People, and who didall that 
they could, to deftroy the Saddaces, did 
omit nothing to eftablifh the Opinion 
of Spirits ; they. follow’d the Notions 
of the Heathen concerning Demons, and 
called Demon and Spirit, every thing 
that difturbed Men in any extrordi- 
hary Manner: The fame Notion is crept 
in alfo among Chriftians ; and it is com- 
monly believed, that Satan was an Angel 
of Light, the chief and head of many 
others, 
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others, whom ;h¢,drew with him into 
the fame Rebellion, and doth ftill aQ 
again{t Man by Order. . But where 
is it faid in Scripture, that Satan was ax 
Angel, that he wasithe head of Angels, ant 
his Troop followd, him in his Rebellion? 
Ie may be they will quote that Place, 
Rev. 11. where’ Sr, Fohn {peaks of 
the Angel iof Bottomle/s Pit. But 
befides that, ithis: Book contains Pro- 
phefies,onwhicly no certain:Principle can 
be grounded.) fufficiently dif- 
covers jin the ofiit Chapters, that by 
the’ Word Angeli, he underftandeth Mes 
fent ;: according to his dnterpreta: 
tion, 1 ‘believe this of tlie 
Hebrew. Abbadon, ‘and 
ini) Greek). Appollyogs isis. Man > whom 
God bis) Anger toiconfound 
and xdéft roy: Menzo!/If we confider well 
the: Lacuffs,. wlieveof: this Angel of the 
Abyfs is: the King, |we fhall peiceive 
withont» much to do,/tliat it isia Man 
who is :tlie Head: ,of::Nen, come from 
theaDepth:of Error and Confufion, 0 
torment other- Men after a cruel 


ner sand knotynone, with whom this 
agrees 
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> agrees better than the Head of the 
Fryars, and of the [nquifition. The An- 
gels of the Dragon who fought with him 
againft Michael and his Angels, Rev. 12.7. 
are alfo Men: the Minifters of Satan 
that feduce and torment the World, 
they fight againft fefus Chrift the Head 
of the Church, and again{ft his Mint- 
fters, and the eternal Fire is prepared 
for them, as well as for him that fent 
them, Mat. 25. 4. That Angel of .S«- 
tan whotroubled St. Paul, wasa falfe 
Teacher, an Apoftate that {tuck clofe to 
him, to keep him from reft; I believe 
It was Alexander the Copper-fmith, who 
had done him much Evil, 1 Tim. 1.20. 


It will be alledged further, that Se. 
jude ver. ¢. fpeaks of thofe Angels 
Who kept not their Eftate, as we render 
it: But you cannot find there that Mul- 
titude of Spirits commanded by Satan, 
and Partakers of his Rebellion; nothing 
but Prejudice can there find Angels, who 
“ever were Angels. The Holy Ghoft, 
‘Who never gives but fit and proper 
Names, doth never call Angels, but fuck 
#S Were fent upon fome Errand or other. 
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The Spirits fuppofed to have follow’ 
Satan in his Revoult from the beginningof 
the World, had not yet been fent of God: 
and if St. ‘fade meant it of them, he repre. 
fents them bound with Chains from that 
time, fo that they could not never fince be 
either Angels or Meflengers. If you read 
the Apofltle’s Difcourfe without Preven- 
tion, you will find: that the common 
Explication doth not allow him a very 
exact Way of Reafoning ; his Defign 
is to perfwade Chriftians to maintain 
conftantly the Good Fight of Faith, and 
not fuffer themfelves to be carried a- 
way by the Examples of thofe, who 
turning the Grace of God, into Wan- 
tonnefs, have renounced the only Lord 
Jefus Chrift our God and Saviour ; and 
his Argument to this Purpofe is the 
Fear of God’s Judgments, whereof he 
mentions here three notable Examples. 
1. That of the Children of J/rael, who 
after their Deliverance from Egypt be 
liev’d not, and where deftroy’d ; this 
was known by the Hiftory. 2. The 


Hiftory of the Rebellion that appear’d 
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after the Return of them that were 
fent to fpy the Land of Casan. 3. Here 


is fet down for a third Example, Sodom 
and Gomorrah, whereot likewife the 


‘ Hiftory was well known, and often 


fpoken of by the Prophets: for the fe- 
cond is reckoned the Punifhment of 
thofe Angels that rebell'd with Satan in 
the beginning of the World, and whoare 
referved under Darknefs, in Bonds, of 
which no mention is made in any Part 
of the Scriptures; and that Example, 
till then unknown, was no ftrong Ar- 
sument, to ftir up the Spirits, neither 
could it be conveniently joined withthe 
re{t, Let no Body alledgehere Tradition, 
or fome Book that is loft; for befides 
that, what depends upon Tradition, aad 
may be faid of the laft Books, is very 
uncertain ; it is unlikely that St. Sude 
would have placed betwixt two Exam- 
pies, fo well known by the holy Hifto- 
ry, another Example, whereof no men- 
tion at all is made in the facred Oracles 
committed to the Jews, and faithfully 
prelerved by them. Let me ask here, 

L 2 


What obliged Interpreters to tranflate 
the Word by this firft Efiate, or 
Original ? except it was the Defire of 
finding here, that Fall of many Angels 
or Spirits, which is found no where 
elfe, and whereof Men are fo eafily 
per{waded, I know not how nor where. 
fore. The Vulgate tranflates Principalities, 
which doth not agree very well with 
a Troop of Spirits under the command 
of a Head. If you mark well the 
Context, and the Terms which the A- 
poftle makes ufe of, you will eafily 
difcover here the Men fent to view 
the Land of Cazan, Numb. 13. 3. who 
were the Chief of every Tribe, and 
heads of the Children, “Agxw2, and who 
did not obferve on that Occafion, what 
was becoming that Rank and Dignity 
they were in among their People; 
therefore they loft it with their Lives, 
Numb, 14. 37. St. Fade charges them 
with a double Crime, That they up- 
held, or maintained not their Dignity, 
that is they fhewd not that Courage 
and Refolution which became the Heads 
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of the People, and then to have left 
tion, or the Country that belonged to 
them ; that is they renounced it, they 
gave over the Defign of entring into it : 
This marks exaétly the Perfons 1 am 
fpeaking of. 


Thefe may alfo be difcover’d in 
2 Peter 2. 4. there it is faid, That God 
fpar’d not the Angels that finned ; for 
thefe Words, that finned, do direttly 
point at thofe of St. Paul. Heb. 3. 17. 
Who finned, and whofe Carcaffes fell in 
the Wilderne/s, and to whom the Lord 
fwore, that they (bould not enter into his 
Ref. Thefe are the very Men who 
rebell’d, when they were upon the 
Point of entring into that Land which 
had been fpied out for them imme- 
diatly before. It is true, that what 
St. Peter faith may be applied to 


all thofe, who being fent by God, do 


‘rebel againft his Commandment; but 


there is not in the Scripture any Ex. 


ample fo remarkable of a Rebellion of 
Men fent of God, as of thefe that 


were 


We 
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were fent to fpy the Land of Cans’ 
This Rebzellioa did highly provoke 
God, fince he punifhed it with the ede 
teit Severiry- 


You will ask perhaps, Whether 
Men fent by Men may be called Jz. 
gels? which Title feems to belong only 
to God’s Meflengers. 1 anfwer, that 
thofe who were fent to fpy the Land, 
were fent by God, fince they were 
fent by his Orders, who had marked 
their very Perfons, Namb. 13. 3. I mutt 
add, that befides the frequent Ufe of 


this Word Axgel in profane Authcrs, 
there is nothing more ufual in the Greek 


Tranflation of the old Teftament thar 
this Word, tofignify Meffengers fent by 
Men. Thus were they call’d, whom 
Jacob fent to his Brother Efan, Gea 
32. 3. So were they, whom Mojes fent 
to the King of Edom, Numb. 20. 4. Thole 
of Fobua in the Tent of cham, 
J. 2. Thole of Gideon to Eviriam, Judges 
7. 24. This Expreffion is not unknown 


to the New Teftament ; you meet with 
it, 
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it, Ads 12. 15. Fam. 2. 25. Where the 
two Men fent by Jofbua to {py Fersco, 


are called Angels. After this you will 
not think it ftrange that both St. Peter 
and St. fude fhould give the fame Names. 
tothofe whom Mojfes fentto view the 
the Land of Cazan, 
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which our Saviour caff 
out; and the Spirits 
of Python. 


| ig isa notable Queftion how thofe 
i Spirits may be called which poffeffed 
i Men in the Days of Chrift’s Flefh, 
ti and the Spirit of Python: Thefe fhould 
im by no means be called Devils, fince 


the holy Scripture doth not call 
them fo, and that it fpeaks but of one 
Devil. But we may call that which 
tormented Men at that Time, Demons 
or Spirits, becaufe the Scripture doth 
often give them thofe Names. I know 
that fome will fay, that if they were 
Spirits and Demons, they muft be evil 
Spirits and evil Demons, and therefore 
they may be called Devils, who attended 


the Service of Satan, as Head of ~ 
Evi 
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Evil Spirits, and fo they may be call'd 
Devils: But let it be remember’d, that 
I have not defined what they were, but 
I have told you how I might call them, 
according to the Scripcure, which fpeaks 
Mens Language, and names Things as 
Men were wont to name them. God’s 
Word doth readily call Demons the Ob- 
jects of the Heathens Adoration, be- 
caufe the Nations call’d them fo, tho’ 
thofe Objects were but imaginary 
Things. The Scripture calls Babal, that 
is, Lord and Mafier, that Idol whofe Wor- 
fhip was introduced in J/rael in the 
Days of King Ahab, becaufe the Wor- 
fhippers of it termed it fo ; tho’ it was 
nothing in the World, no more than 
Demons were: And fo, becaufe the Names 
of Demons and Spirits were commonly 
given to thofe Things which vexed and 
difturb’d Men, the Holy Scripture doth 
without Difficulty give them the fame 
Names (4). There was nothing more 
Common among the ‘fews, than to a- 


(4) Lightfoot on Matt. 17. 15. doth prove this by feve- 
ral Paffages of the Rabies. 


M {cribe 
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{cribe to evil Spirits the moft trouble. 
fome Evils, efpecially thofe whereby 
the Body was tortur’d with Violence, 
and the Spirit agitated with Phrenties: 
“« The Madmen, faith Vives, and the 
“ Furious, were called Demons by the 
“ Gentiles ; and the Paffions wherewith 
“ we are tranfported, are called Demon:, 
by feveral Platonicans. ” I may fay 
therefore that thofe Spirits or Daemons, 
from which Chrift delivered Men, were 
Phrenfy, Epilep{y, Madne/s, Lunacy, Melar 
choly, and the like; yea, perhaps butan 
extraorainary Fever; tor all thefe were 
Damons and Divinities among the He- 
then (4). They were not fuch in Truth; 
but, as I have noted, the Scripture 
{peaks with the Vudgar,and doth not name 
Things otherwife than they were wont 
to be named: But if we take Notice 
of feveral Things to which the Scripture 
giveth the Name of Spirit, it will ap- 
pear, that they were only the Humours 
and Affeétions whereby Men are proved 


| 


(a) Lib. 8. de Civit. Dei. c. 14. lib. 9. c. Th. 
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Temper and (a) Difpoftcon. q 
to be of fuch Temper an tad Calebs q 
That other Spirit which guides 
Numb. 14. 24. Was nothing elfe but us 
Frith and Courane oppoted che lncre- 
dylity and Covardiine/s 0° pompa 
That Spirit which made tO 
ret irn into his Country, was tle Fear 
that {eid on him at the Sight of the 
dead Bodies that were flain in his Camp 
by the Angel. That sev Heart and new 
Spirit that God commanded his Peopte 
fhould have, Ezek. 8. 31. are certainly 
new Seatiments and new Affeitions. The 
Spirit’ of Fornicztion, fpoken of by the 
Prophet, Hofea 4. 12. 1s the Paton of 
that Vice. “When our Saviour told the 
two Sons of Zebedee, Luke g- 55. Ye know 
not woat Spirit they are of ; it was to let 
them underftand that they kaev mot the 
Nature of that Affection, which made them 
{peak as they did. That Spirit ot Slum- 
ber {poken of I/aiah 29. 10. ang Rom. 18. 
8. is nothing elfe but that natural Stu- 
pidity to which God abandoneth Men, 


(4) Cicero de Natu:a:Deorum, lib. 3. Arnobius lib. 8. 
Vozlius de Idol. gent, b.2,¢.19. lib, 8.c 5,6 Natal. Cos 
Mes lib.4, 47. 
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'n whom he will not fhew the Power 
of his Grace. The Spirit of Meekne(;, 


1 Cor. 4. 21. and the Meckne/s of Spi- 


rit are one and the fame Thing. To 
walk by the fame Spirit, 2 Cor. ch. 12.v.8, 
is to act according to. the Suggeftions 
of the fame Affeftion. What our Savi- 
our faith, Mart. 12. 43. of the wacleas 
Spirit, who being gone out of his Houfe, and 
finding it [wept and garnifbed, doth return 
with feven other Spirits worfe than bimfelf, 
is a Parable occafion’d by the ordinary 
Way. of Difcourfe among the People, 
and which can by no Means be under. 
ftood of that fort of Spérits in queftion; 
but is eafily underftood,without Violence 
offer’d to the Words of Vice, from which 
a Man guilty before hath abftain’d for 
a Time, but without the true Application of 
himfelf to Virtue ; fo that the Affection 
of chat Vice returning, holdeth the Place 
with greater Power and Empire than be- 
fore ;and proves them accompany’d with 
many others that will not fail to follow. 
St. Peter hath written a Commentary upon 
this Parable, 2 Pet. 2. 20. ‘¢ That if 


** after having efcaped the Pollutions 0 
“ thie 


4 
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¢ 
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« the World, through the Knowledge. 


« of the Lord and Saviour Jefas Chriff, if 
« they be again intangled and overcome, 


“ the laft State of fuch is worfe than 
“ the firft.” For what is faid, faith the 
Jefuir Maldonat, that he goeth and taketh to 
himfelf feven other Spivas worfe than hime 


felf; that fignifies nothing elfe than this, 


That ifthe honeft Men do lofe their Ho- 
nefty,by defpifing the Divine Grace, they 
commonly become the worit of Men ; 
as if inftead of one unclean Spirit that. 
was in them before, feven more were 
come in. 


All this being well confider’d, none 
will think it a ftrange Thing that Dif- ~ 
eafes and corporal Affe€tions, fuch as I 
noted before, be called after the common 
Notion Demons and Spirits, yea unclean 
Spirits, evil and wicked Spirits, no more 
than to fee the Name of wicked Spirit 
given to Jealoufy, Numb. 5.14. To Infi- 
delity, fudg, 9. 23. To Fury, which tor- 
mented Saul from Time to Time, and 
which was quieted by the Sound of Mu- 


fical 
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fical Inftruments, 1 Sam. 16. 14,23, To 
the Diftemper of the Woman that had 
been bound eighteen Years, Luke 13. 11, | 
This Expofition is fo much the more : 
probable, that the Demoniacks are named 
among the Difeafes which our Saviour 
cured: They brought unto him (faith St. 
Matthew 4. 24.) te that were fick, of di- 
vers Difeafes and Torments, as Dew. 
niacks, Lunaticks, and Paraliticks, and he 
cured them all. By thefe Cures our 
viour juftified; that he was the Meffis 
promifed, and of whom thefe Things 
were prophefied. Therefore St. John the 
Baptifi being in Prifon, and having fent 
to him two of his Difciples to ask him, & 
whether he ‘was indeed’ he that wa 
come, or whether they fhould look for 
another; ‘he‘cured before them feveral 
Perfons of divers Difeafes and Plagues, 
and of evil Spirits, and gave Light to 
many that were blind, Luke 21. 2% 
After this he fpake thus to them, Gs, 
and tell “fobn what Things ye have feer and 
heard ; the Blind fee, the Lame walk, the 
Lepers are cleanfed, the Deaf hear, the Dead 


ave raifed ap, and the Poor have the Gofpel 
| preaches 


| 

| 

if, 
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preached unto them- To this End, a 
{hould make them under{tand, by 
the Conformity of what they had feen 
with the Prophecies, that he was truly 
the Mefiah promifed, If. 35- 5% and 
Chap. 61. ver. 1, 2 here is to be noted, 
and not lightly, that though the poiiet- 
fed with Demons are mention’d among 
them that Dilciples faw cured, 
yet they are not named in the Propie- 
ey that went before ; which fhews that 
they muft be comprehended under the 


Names of the Difeafes mention’d in 
that Prophecy, and that is but a new 
Name given, according to the common 
‘Ufage that Time, to fuch Diftempers 
as the Prophets had named otherwife. 
For this fhould be carefully remember’d, 
that it was not the Greatiefs of the Mi- 
racles which proved Chrift to be the 
Meffiah, but chiefly becaufe the Miracles 
which he did were the fame that it 
was foretold he fhould do: But we do 
not find that it’ was prophefy’d that he 
Should caft out Demons ov Spirits out 
of Mens Bodies, but that he. fhould 
cure all Mariner of Difeafes; which 
makes 


é 
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makes it plain, that thefe Demons ot 
Spirits, from which he deliver’d Men, 
were Difeafes : And indeed Luaacy, ot 
Epilep{y, whofe Fits do follow the Courf 


of the Moon ; and fuch as tormented the 
Child, Mast. 17. 15. are natural Diftem- 
‘pers, and yet it is faid, that when Chrif 
cur’d him, he rebuked the Demon which 
went out, and he was healed, ver, 18, 
and was not the Demon and the Sick- 
nefs the fame Thing? and it is faid, that 
he rebuked the Demon in the fame Sent 
that he rebuked the Fever that afflié- 
ed St. Peter’s Mother-in-law, Luke 4. 30 
We find in other Places, that they wert 
amazed to fee how he commanded with du- 
thority and Power the unclean Spirits, ans 
they went forth that is in the fame Senke, 
that after having faid rebuked the Wind 
and the Sea, be thou ftill, they faid one 
to another, Who is that? evexw the Wins 
and the Sea do obey him. 


Thofe Diftempers, that were called 
Demons and Spirits, were fuch as dt- 
ftra&ted Mens Minds, and obftructed 
their Senfes, and by Confequence dil- 


caver 
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another Spirit, than that they 
had, or fhould have, or a quite contra- 
ty Difpofition. As! know at this Time 
a Gentleman very exemplary for his Pie- 
ty, Modefty, and an unbiameable Be- 
haviour with all Mens yet im the Fits 
of a Diftemper which has feiz’d upon 
him but fince three or four Years, 
among other Extravagancies, he feldom 
utters one Word but you would think 
that the unclean Spirits of the World 
have all taken Poffeffion of this Man. 
Therefore the fews exprefled that Ex- 
travagancy wherewith they charged our 
blefled Saviour, and were not conten- 
ted to fay that he was out of his 
Senfes, but that he was, or were poffels’d 
with aDemon, Job, 1 2-20. and thus they ex. 
plain themfelves afterwards, faying tha, 
he was befides himfelf. “eyed pal. 
wJa. In this Sence the Demoniack, Mark 
§. f. and Luke 8. 28. agitated with 
fo many Extravagancies, might well an- 
{wer, that their Name was Legion, fince 
the Variety of their foolifh Actions 

Made them believe that they were 
Ppofleffed with feveral Demons. St. Ma‘- 
thew gives this Man a Companion, and 
faith that they were two that met 
N Our 


hed, and dwelt in no Houfe ; but when 


he cryed, and cat himfelf with Stones; ¢ 
‘ nough to fhew that he was in Tor 


_veral Affections and Difpofitions of the 


the Heathen did believe, that virtue 
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our Saviour, Matthew 8. 28. and 
that he or they could mot be bound : 
this is natural, when ftrong Man is 
tranfported with Fury ; he ment -n | 


he he had broken his Bonds, faith St. Luke, 
he was carried by the Damoz into the 
Wildernefs, that is, by his Folly and Mad. 
Nefs; fince he muft firft be loofed of 
his Bonds before he could be carried. 
He was continually, Nicht and Day, in she 
Mountains, and in the Tombs, (a furious 


Fellow,) fo that none darft pals that 


menting Pains, for that’s the Meaning 
of the Word Aauéndiw®, or that he had 
Demons, as St. Lik? faith, or many Ev! 
Spirits, according to the Peoples Notion; 
yea, according to the Stile of the Scrip 
cure, as I have noted.’ But with this 


difference, that by Spirits, the Scriptur 


underftandeth’ nothing elfe but the 


Soul, whether good or bad ; whereas 


and Vice, yea and Sicknefs too, 7 


foreign Spirits which difturbed 


£ 
Bi 


Spirits. 
Spirits of Men, ‘and they look'd upon 
them as Divinities; for as Cicero 
neffeth, De Nat. decorum. lib. 3. there 


were none but Jertian and Quartan 
Agues, that were not Honoured as 


Gods. 


Galielmus Aday (a)a learned Phyfician, 
(Enar. 5.) hath obferved, that all the 
Symptoms of Madnefs mark’d by the 
Evangeélifts, were exactly the {ame with 
them of the Lycamtrophia, which makes 
a Man think himfelf poflefs’'d with 
a Devil, or. turned into fomething that 
he is: not. ‘Among the Heathen fome: 
thought themfelves poffefs'd with De-. 
mons, and this: Man fanalied «hat he, 
had many. He was.in.the Country of 
the Gergefcenes, faith St. Matthew, or Gada- 
renes, faith St, Mark, and St. Luke hath, 
Gadara, and the Gergefcenes being upon 
the {ame Coaft, not far the one from the 


— 


(4) Gulielmus Ader. 9. Dofighamus ergo Gerafenos iflos 
Aoreptitios vulgari mania melancolica athei, quan Grxci 
‘Medici Lycanthropiam, Lupinam, Infaniam vocitant : Galli 
Lougs Garous. Nonerit abfonum, aut a Divinis litteris, & 
evangeliftarum mente alienum fi eas etiam a morbifica cau- 
fa laboraffe, morbo intelligamus. Morbo equidem, qui x- 
grorum temperamento & loco, & tempori ita confentiet, ut 
Refarl non poflit iis intellectis xgrotos fcriptura narrac, 


Other 
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other. There were Fews in thofe Parts, 


fince our Saviour went thither, who was 


not fent but to the laft Houfe of I/rael; 


but there was fome Heathen alfo,. fince 
they had Herds of Swine, which 
had been a Crime in the Fews, as 
Liphtfoot proves at large (2). This Lr 
cantrope then might be either an Heathen 
ofa Few, he had rhofe Héathenifh Noti- 
ons of Demons and Evil Spirits. 1 have 
already obferv'd, that thefe Opinions 
did pafs from the Heathen to the Féws, 
aiid tight be common in a place 
inliabited by Heathens. It was alto 
an Opinion commonly receiv’ and 
grounded upon their Oracles (b), and 
on the Authority of fome Philofophers, 
(c) That the Demons were fubje& to the 
Chaftifements of the great-Gods ; which 
Chaftifemént, in all likelihood, was [0 
be at the eid of the World : And this 
the Heathen were not Ignorant of, which 
made David to fing, Thar the Lora 
great and terrible to the Gods ; for his 
(a) Lightfoot in Mat. 19. 3. 


(6) Idem. Decad. chor. ante Mafc. c.7.§. 3. ie 
Laétan, 1. relates thofe Oracles, and Plutarch in 


| 
quotes thereupon the Teftimony of 
lib” Ovid. Metam. lib. 1. Pharf. lib. 1. 


Philof. Ep. 17. Meanit 
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Spirits. 
Meaning ‘s that the Lord, who is the 
fupreme God, whofe Chaftifements the 
| Daemons (who are the Gods of People) are 
| afraid of, Pf. 96. The Lord is dreadfut 
above all Gods of the (4) Natrons, 2s 
| Elilim, vain Things. The Seventy have 
| tranflated it Damons, in P/. 6. 9°. and 
| Idols, 1 Chron. 16. 25. But when he 
faith that, Demons do believe and tremble, 
| he fpeaks to the Heathen conver- 
| ted to the Truth of Oae only God ; 
| and yet fancied that to be faved, it 
was not neceflary to renounce their 
vicious Affections, provided they wore 
fhipped but one only God. The Avpoftle 
tells them, That this was not fufficient 
to make them Happy, becaule thar 
according to the Pagan Doéttrine, which 
they had lately parted with ; and David 
did take Notice of the Demoxs Wor. 
Shipped by them, who believed and con- 
fefled by their Oracles, that there is but 
One fovereign God, which, not withftand- 
ing, doth not make them Happy, fince 


(a) t Chron. 16. 25. Pfal. 96. 4, 5. faim. 2 9. 
that 
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that according to the fame Opinion, the 
Dzmons do tremble, knowing them. 
felves to be fubje& to the CorreAion 
of this Supreme God. This Place of 
St. James doth certainly allude to ‘that 
of David, who never meant that the 


Dzmons were a real Thing, but that 


_ they were fomething in others Opinion. 


This furious Man, now in queftion, be. 
ing poflefs’d with this Notion; thought 
he muft not fpeak, but in the Perfons 
of thofe Demons, which he fancy’d to 
be in him ; and having heard thar Je/us 
was the Son of God, and that he did 
caft Demons out of Mens Bodies, doth 
Jook upon him with Fear, as the Soa 
of God come to punifh him; wherefore 
he prays him not to punifh him before 
the Time; that is, before the End of 
the World, or before the Time appoint- 
ed for the general Punifhment of De- 


» 


Some Difficultics may be thought to 
be in this; as, 1. That it may be ask’d, 
How thefe Dim ins knew, that Fefus was 


the Son of God? We may an{wer, a 
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thev knew it by the common Report, 
which taught it the blind Man in the 
Way, Matt. 9.27. It may be objected, 
in the fecond Place, that the Daemons 
themfelves did cry out, that fefus was 
the Chrift the Son of God, and that our Sa- 
viour forbad them to publith it: But I 
fay, that the Demons are named for the 
afflicted Perfons; for St. Mark tells us, 
Chap. 3. 11,12. that when the unclean 
Spirits faw him, they fell down and 
cry’d; for it was not the Spirits, but the 
Men tormented with them, did fee, and 
cried, and fell down. If Chri/t forbad 
thofe Men to tell who he was, it is be- 
caufe he would not have it publickly 
known as yet ; by the fame Reafon that 
he commanded the Leprous that he had 
cleanfed, the blind Man he had made 
to fee, yea, his very. Difciples, wiz. St, 
Mark hath it, Chap, 3. ver. 12. That 
they fhould not make it known. 


But the great Difficulty lies in this, 
that the Demoniack called himfelf Legion, 
and pray’d, that, they might enter into 
the Herd of Swine, which being grant- 
ed, 
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ed, the Hogs caft themfelves headlong into the 
»Sea,; all which cannot be {uppofed to be 
‘the mere Eife& ofa bodily Difeafe, or of 
va diftemper’d Mind. Yet whatfoever the 
Difficulty may be, it cannot oblige ws 


to acknowledge feveral evil Spirits that 
‘Come from without to torment 
‘Bodies ; or to fay with Fofephus, lib. 7, 
‘Belli Fud. c. 15. That thefe vexatious Spi- 
rits were the Souls of wicked Men that. did 
anconverted : A Notion which Fuftin Ma- 
tyr Itked fo well, that: he made it an,Ar- 
_ gument of Subfiftence of the Soul, after 
“Death, Apol. 2. And truly were we to 
‘find a Troop of Spiritual Guards for S«- 
tan, and incorporeal ‘Angels, I -would 
not feek further than the Damned Souls, 
who hate God and every Thing that ‘is 
acceptable. to him: But my Opinion is 
_.that the Departed Souls of wicked Men, 
are all like the rebellious Meffengers {po- 
ken of by St. Jude, referved under Darkms 
3a Chains; or, as St. Peter hath it, funk 
with Chains of Obfcurity and. kept in Prifon, 
until the Fad, ome nt of ‘the great Day, 9 Pet. 
2. 4. and fo they can do no. Harm to 
any Man living ; for certain it is, that 
thofe 
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thofe fpoken of both by St. Peter ond 
St. Jude, are in no Condition to hurt any 
Body whatfoever, be they mere >pirifs 
or departed Souls ; and {o whartoever 
‘js thus alcribed to Spirits or Departed 
Souls, is pure Imagination. | affirm 
“therefore, that the Torments from which 
our Saviour deliver'd Mea, were the 
Effects of bodily Difeafes, or Di‘traCctions 
of Spirit, and wherein che Devil acts 
none otherwife than he did in thofe 
srievous Diftempers wherewith ‘fob was 
afflicted. This furthér appears by what 
our Saviour faith, Luke 13. 16. concern. 
dng the Wortian that had the Spirit of 
Infirmity, which kept her bow’d down 
eighteen Years. It was doubtlefs a 
bodily Diftemper, proceeding from na- 
tural Caufes; for our Saviour in curing 
her faid no more than this, Thou «te 
loofed from thine Infirmity ; yet he faith 
like wife, that Satan had kept her bound 
tighteen Tears: So that if any evil Spirit 
had a Hand -in thefe, it was but one, 
viz. Satan or the Devil: Wherefore the 
Saviour of the World tells them, That 
did caft out Daemons by Beelzebud the 
OF 


; 


Prince of Demons, then Satan did caf 
himfelf'; fappofing ‘that there was 
but one Satan that might be the Caue 
Of all thofe’ Diftempers called Demon 
“which ‘could not be, cured by the rs 
“thority or, Power of Satan; or 5 
tan mult caft out himfelf, or be divided 
againgt himfelf: And the Devil -was 
_the. Tormep rér of this, Demoniack, he 

might, alfo. ask Leave- to drown. the 
~Swine:. One Devil m ight as. well drive 
‘one whole Herd of Swine, as one Spi 
four hundved of Abab’s Prophets, 1 


(22. 6——22.. But the Truth is, ehat-thi 
Maa was troubled with fore 
-ftemper ;,and the Hogs, by God’s Pro 
.vidence, might be track with the fame, 
Sor with fome other, ‘more natural and 
peculiar to them: And it is no mote 
incredible ‘that the Diltemper of 
Madman hould,. pafs »into the Hogs, 
than, that Leprofy did Stich 
| to Gebazi. 


But this Story of the Gofpel Is too 
remarkable to be difmifs’d without ni 
cher 
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ther Reflection. And if any Body hath 
the Curiofity of feeing lively Examples 
of the fame. fort of Madnels, let him 

but repair, to Bethlehem, Ot let him 

uire of the Governors of that Hofpital, 
who is well fatisty’d that, there is none 
there pofleffed with a Devil ;.and 
many are ftrong enough to break Chains, 
or other Bonds ; fo that: if they had 
not been fhut up in good Time, they 
had been feen running in the Streets, 
cutting themfelves, and the like, to the 
Shame and Difappointment of them that 
undertook the taming of them ; and not- 
withitanding all the Care taken, fome 
will break Prifon, and make good’ whae 
is faid of many mad and loole Fellows, 
That they look like one brcken loole out of 
Betnlehem : and itis very probable, that 
among the Gadarenes they had not fuch 
good Orders kept, but fome were left 
tothemfelves, and no Pains taken there 
either co ftop, or fhut them up. 


2. As St. Mark is moft ‘¢xa& in re- 
lating this Cafe, let us take notice*of 
his Words concetning this’ Madman 
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‘and our blefled Saviour tells Us, 
that feeing Fefus Chrift afar off, he run 
and W, orfbipped him ; that in the Greek 
Diale&, and he fell down before him 
to the Ground, as a Token of great 
Humility, a thing common enough to 
thar fort of People, when they meet 
with great or learned Men, or Menin 
Authority. That if ourSaviour faid imme. 
diately, Thow unclean Spirit get out of this 
Man; it was an A& of his Wifdom to 
give into the Madman’s Sence, to com- 
ply with his Imagination, viz, to cure 
him; he complies with his Imagination, 
that there was fome great Thing which 
troubled him, either from within, or 
from without, for fuch is the {trong Pre- 
judice of fome of them, that the more 
you crofs or contradict them, the worle 
they are, and prove the more incura- 
ble. . It may be faid alfo, that the Lord 
proceeded in this manner, to manifeft, 
his Power and Authority in command- 
ing the unclean Spirits, and making, them 
obedient to.hjs Word pone orherwilé 
than if he had faid, Thou foul Difeale 
or unlucky {nfirmity, J command thee 
| tQ 
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to depart from this Man. aad affi¢t 
him no more; or as he faid to the fick 
of the Palfey, Stand up ana walk, ‘and to 
in this Place; Be thou healed of thine 
Infirmity, and delivei’d of thy corment- 
ing Pain. 


3. What is there letwixt thee and me, 
Fefus, thou Sox of God, come t 
Torment us before the Time? This hath 
been fufficiently explain’d: But it fhould 
be obferved that when Men haveonce pur 
a thing in their Heads, as we commonly 
fpeak, they fancy that all they fee or 
hear agreeth thereunto. The Author 
of the World Bewitcch’d, tells us of a 
Woman of Frazeker in the Low Coun- 
tries, who believ’d herfelf to be irre- 
coverably damned, and did not fpcatk 
at all, becaufe fhe imagined that the 
damned did {peak. The fame mult be 
faid of the Man’s Anfwer, Nase ts 
Lecion, for we are many. This Man ha- 
ving difttra&ted Brains, imagined that his 
Head was full of Demons, and cherciote 
that the Name of Legion was a pro- 
per Name to take upon himicl. “And 
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this proves, that it was the Man him. 
felt who {poke, and not the Spirits with. 
in him, for our Saviour did not ask,Wha, 
are your Names; but what is thy Name? 
in the fingular Number : and fuch was 
the Anfwer, Not our Names, but m) 
Name is Legion; but it will be objected 
that it is faid, v. 15. Him that bad th 
Legion, which feems to intimate that 
it was not a fimple Imagination, but 2 
Reality : yet this is no neceflary Conf- 
uence. They that relate a Story, as 
the Evangelifts do this, relate Things 
as they appear outwardly, without en- 
quiring into the Caufes: we do the fame 
every Day, when we meet with {uch 
Hypocondriack Fancies, as to have fucha 
living Thing within him as a Snake 
ora Wolf. When we fpeak afterwards 
of him, we fay, The Man that had the 
Snake or the Wolf: If we tell the Story 
of him that thought he had no Guts, 
wefay, The Man that ‘had no Guts: 
yet he would be thought to affirm, 
that he was really in fuch a Condition. 
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‘Yn like manner is what is added, 

That the Demons befought the Lord 

that he would not fend them into the Abyfs, 
but permit them to go into the Herd of 
Swine: Now. fuppofing that they were 
the Demons themfelves that {poke this ; 

we muft then conclude that they knew 
that they muft go into the Deep, when 
they were put out of their Habitations up- 
on the Earth,as their fettled Dwelling; a 
thing indeed to be wondred at,that fo ma- 
ny Thoufands of Prifoners, (for a Legion 
‘was at leaft three, or fix Thoufand,) 
fhould be. left out of Hell to torment 
one or two poor human Creatures ; (and 
he who is the King or -the Judge, 

that will let out a Prifoner withouta 
fufficient Reafon?) And can we con- 
ceive, that the great God the Judge 
of Men and Angels, would Bive Liberty 
to fuch vaft Numbers to’ chaftife’ one 
Man for a Time ; feeing efpecially ehae 
one alone was fufficient to put up St. 
‘Paul toit,who doubtlefs was another fort 
ofa Man than this Demoniack. So that 
it is evident that thefe were only the 
bare Words of this poor Sufferer, when 
he 
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he pray’! .as: in the Names of feveral 
Demons, that they might not be obk. 


ged to return to Hell. 


Befides all this, we cannot but fay 


that this Requett of the Demons did 
tend to fomething elfe, chan fimply 
to enter into: the Hogs to efcape. the 
for that Time, yea that fhort 
Space of Time only; for what did 
get by that forthe Hogs being 
drowned, what became of the Demons’ 
Or did Chrift. grant them a longer 


‘God gave facob, David and Solomon 
amuch more .than they. requir’d, I can 
hardly think, that he,.would do. the 
Devil {uch Kindnefs.. Furthermore, had 
they defir’d.to)go into the Swine only 
to be kept out of the Abyfs for a Time ; 
How is it, that they {0 foon fet fire to 
the Place of their Refuge, - and imme. 
diately their Hogs 


This was a Miracle of our Saviour 
to cure this Man with one Word, as 


an Evidence of his Divine Power and 
Vertue 


than, they petitioned for?. for thoy 
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Vertue and was the Man thus cured 


of his Demons, when they were driven 
out of his Head and brought again to his 


right Senfes? wherefore away from hence 


all Devils which are not mentioned, no 
more than they were feen; and let 
Chrif alone have the Honour of an 
Action which is unjuftly afcribed to 
evil Spirits. ; 


But let us now come tothe Spirits 
of Python, and take notice in the firlt 
place, that God commanded that they 
fhould be put to Death, Lev. 20 27. 
So.that they cannot be Men that were 
poflefs’d, who did unhappily fuffer Vio- 
lence again{t their Will, and wichout be- 
ing guilty of any apparent Crime, fince 
they could not prevent it; therefore 
thefe muft beCriminals worthy of Death: 
but thefe were fuch as pretend to de- 
clare Things to come, and anfwer all 
Queftions that were put tothem. But in 
the Hebrew, in the 17 Places that make 
mention of it, and in the Greek of the 


Septuagint, there is nothing of Python, nor 


of 


~ 
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of a Spirit, The Hebrew Word is Obe, 
and in the Plural Number Oboth. I wil 
here fet down the Places where this 
Word is found. Levit. 19. 31. TF hal! 
not turn your felves to Soothfayers and to 
Wizards; the Hebrew is, Ye hall not look 
to Obe. Levit. 20.6. 'then a Soul (halt have 
turned herfelf to Sdoth{ayers ; in the Hebren, 
The Soul that {hall look to the Ob: And ver. 
27. When a Man or Wonzan {hall have 
Soothfaying Spirit; Hebrew, Fhe Maa or 
the Woman, becaufe there is in them, or was 
in thent, an Ob, they fhall be put to 
Death. Dest. 18. 11. A Man who e- 
quireth fer a Socthfaying Spirit; Hebr..ea. 
guiring or asking an Ob, 1 Sam. 28.3. 
And Saul had put away the Sooth{ayers; Heb. 
Saul had put the Ob out of the. Land: And 
ver. 7. Find me a Woman having a Fam- 
liar Spirit. Behold there is at Endor a Wo. 
pian having a Spirit of Python ; Heb. Seek 
me a Woman having an Ob. Behold at Ex- 
dor a Woman Mtfirefs of -an Ob: For thie 
Hebrews called every one: Lord and Ma- 
fter of what he poffeffes.. And ver. 3. 


Foretell unto me by the Spirit of Python; 
Heb. 
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Spirits. 
Heb. Prophely to me by Ob. Ver. 9. He 
bath cut off the Wizards from the Land , 
Heb. He huth put out the Ob out of the 
Land. In 2 Kjnos 21. 6. He appointed 
Soothfayers; Heb. He made an Oo. The 
| fame in 2 Kiags 23, 24. 2 Chron. 33. 6. 
1 Chron. 10. 13. Becanfe he engqutr’d of 
the Soothfayers ; Heb. Becaufe he enqutra 
by Ob. Ifa. 8. 19. When they fall fay un- 
to you, enquire of the Soothfayers; Heb, 
Seek to the Ob. 19. 3. They ask Counfel 
| of Idols, and Enchanters, and of the Sooth- 
| fayers, and of the Necromancers; Heb. They 
| fought tothe Elilim, tothe Ittim, to the Ob. 
| Elilim were the Idols of Demons: The 
| Word Ittim isfound nowhere elfe, and 
| feems to fignify furprizing Things pre- 
par'd at Leifure: Thofe having an 
are they that pretend to tell Fortune 
and what is to come, as IJ/z. 29. 4. Thy 
Voice ball be out of the Ground, as an Ub. 
There is only that Place, fob 32 19. 


where they have found no Spirit of Python ; 
the Hebrew hath it thus, Behold my Belly 


sas new Wine, not open as new Oboth that 
barf ; and we have tranflated it, Behold 
| P 2 
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my Belly ts as the Wind that hath no Vent, it 4 
would burt new Leather Bottles. The: 
Greek Tranflation renders the Word Ob, v 
Which fignifies one that {peaks h 
out of his Belly. In thofe fore-named 
Places of Leviticus, Deutronomy, Simul, 
Chronicles, and L/aiah 8. Whereas the 

brew hath it, 1 Sim. 28. 7. 4 Woman M- 

fire/s of an Ob; the Greek faith, A Woman ‘3 
Speaking out of ber Belly. And it appears D 
trom 2 Chron. 33. 6. that thofe Obotl’s 
were neither Men nor Women; for fe 
tranflating the Hebrew, which faith, that J y 
Manalleth made an Ob, it expreffes it thus, t] 


~ 
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He made Things that d 
peak out of the Belly; and, 2 Kgags 21. 6. fj 
where the fame is recorded ; and in the at 
fame Words in the Hebrew; the- Greek - 
hath it Which figaifies that 
Menaffeth fez apart fome preces of Earth, that 
were defigned for the Ujfe of the Ob. et 

| ( 

From all this we may gather, 1. That . 
thofe Obes were certain Machines made D 
for the Ufe of Divination, to anf{wer Oj 


them who enquir'd after Things te saat 
an 


i 
te 
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of Spirits. 

and were curious to know Things hard 
to be underftood.- This appears from 
what is faid, that there were fome who 
had an Ob in their Houfes, Levit. 20. 
7 27. That a Woman was Miffre/s, or in Pof- 
| feffion of an Ob, 1 Sam. 28.7. That Manaj- 
made an Ob; and laftly, from what 
Elihu: faith, ‘fob 32.19. That his Belly is. 
asa mew Ob that burft. a2dly. It ts very 
probable, that thefe Machines: or Tools 
were Sratues, out of whofe Bellies came: 
forth, or pretended to come forth, that 
| Voice which return’d Anfwers, when 
the Mafters or Miftrefles of thofe Obs 
did fet them on work, and made them 
{peak ; and which fometimes did break: 
at the firft trying of them, when they 
were not made of good Metal, or when. 
their Belly was over full of Wind. This 
may be gathered from the Expreflion of 
the Septuagint, and from that of Elihu, 
3dly, It is evident, that by the: Ufe of 
the.Ob they pretended to enquire of the 
Dead: This I conclude from the Story 
Of Saul, 1 Sam. 28. and Ifaiah 19. If 


they 


Mr 


on 


a 


4 TREATISE 
they fay:to you, enquire of the Ob, of 


the Inchanters, Mountebanks, or the 
like ; for thus I render the Word which 


the. Septuagixt have exprefled dy. thee 
that {peak out of the Earth, that mutter, 
and fend forth a dark and inward Spirit 
Shall not the People enquire of their God, and 
go to the Dead for the Living? The Prophet 
teaches in this Place, that thefe Obes, 
and thefe Juglers, who fet fuch Gins to 
work, caufing others to hear, (or im 
gine, that they, as from the Machine's 
Belly) fuch Words and Anfwers as do 
fatisfy the Living that enquire of the 
Dead. Lafly, It. is indubitable that 
thefe Statues, made to receive An{wers 
from the Dead, were faftened in the 
Ground : This is evident, not only, be- 


caufe the S-ptdagint have twice tranflated 


the Word Ob, by thofe that canfe their Voue 


to be heard out of the Earth; Tes # 


alfo becaule the fame Tranilators, fpeak- 
ing of the Ob which Manaffeth made, do 
fay, That he confecrated pieces of Earth, 


2 Kyngs 21. 6. inftead of faying ‘that he 
made 
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made an Ob. But this is clear, efpecially, 
out of If. 29. 4. where God faith unto 
Ariel, Thou {halt be brought dowe, thon halt 
[peak out of the Grounas thy Speech (ball 
proceed foftly out of the Duff, and thy Votee 
(hall be heard as out of an Ob : But the Pro- 
phet had never fpoken thus, had not 
the Ob been in the Ground, from: whence 
it was heard to {peak. 


Some would conclude from this Ex- 
pofition, that as fuch Machines were 
criminally invented to find out fecret and 
forbidden Things, the Knowledge where- 
ofGod hath referved to himfelf, Dew. 
29. 29. Satan the Author of all’ Mifchief, 
doth take that Opportunity to work his 
own Defigns, and by fuch Inftruments 
give fometimes true Anfwers, whereby 
the Owners of them obtain Credit and 
Power, to divert other Men from that 
Submiffion they owe to God, and that 
abfolute Dependance they fhould have 
upon his Providence. But moft certain 
It is, that the Devil ‘cannot know all 
Things ; yea, I make bold to fay, that 

he 


they fay-to yon, enquire of the Ob, of 


the Inchanters, Mountebanks, or the 
like ; for thus I render the Word which 


the. Septuagint have exprefled by. thef 
that [peak out of the Earth, that mutter, 
and fend forth a dark and inward Spirit. 
Shall not’ the People enquire of their God, and 
go to the Dead for the Living? The Prophet 


teaches in this Place, that thefe Obes, 
and thefe Juglers, who fet fuch Gins to 
work, caufing others to hear, (or ima- 
gine, that they, as from the Machine’s 
Belly) fuch Words and Anfwers as do 
fatisfy the Living that enquire of the 
Dead. Lafly, It. is indubitable that 
thefe Statues, made to receive Anf{wers 
from the Dead, were faftencd in the 
Ground : This is evident, not only, be- 
caufe the S-praagint have twice tranilated 
the Word Ob, by thofe that caufe theer Voue 
to be heard out of the Earth; Tes 
alfo becaule the fame Tranflators, fpeak- 
ing of the Ob which Manaffeth made, do 
fay, That be confecrated pieces of Earth, 


2 Kjngs 21.6. inftead of faying that he 
made 
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made an Ob. But this is clear, efpecially, 
out of If. 29. 4. where God faith unto 


Ariel, Thou [halt be brought dowe, thon {halt 


j {peak out of the Grounds thy Speech [ball 


proceed foftly owt of the Duft, and thy Votee 


(ball be heard As out of AK Ob : But the Pro- 


phet had never fpoken thus, had not 
the Ob been in the Ground, from. whence 
it was heard to [peak. 


Some would conclude from this Ex- 
pofition, that as fuch Machines were 
criminally invented to find out fecret and 
forbidden Things, the Knowledge where- 


ofGod hath referved to himfelf, -Dewt. 


29. 29. Satan the Author of all’ Mifchief, 
doth take that Opportunity to work his 
own Defigns, and by fuch Inftruments 
give fometimes true Anfwers, whereby 
the Owners of them obtain Credit and 
Power, to divert other Men from that 
Submiffion they owe to God, and thar 
abfolute Dependance they fhould have 
upon his Providence. But moft certain 
It is, that the Devil cannot know ail 
Things ; yea, I make bold to fay, that 

he 
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he knows very litéle, at leaft in Cor. 
parifon to what the World thinks tha 
‘he knows ; he cannot be in feveral Pla- 
ces at once, fince he is fuppofed to 
to and froin the World, Fob 1. 9. But 
the Truth is, that in all this there js 
nothing of the ‘Devil, but the Cunning 
of Cheats, to amufe and deceive credu- 
lous People: And the Familiar Spirit is 
a juggling, deceitful, a Hocus-pocus Spi- 
vit, Theconftant Praétifers of this Art 
were the Heathen, who did attribute 
to their Damous whatfoever feemed ex- 
traordinary, and above their Apprehen- 
fion ; and were always ready and wil. 
Jing toabufe others, becaufe of the Pro- 
fit tcheyrgot by fuchPraGifes. The Chil. 
dren of Ifrdel ‘were alfo addiéted to them, 
notwith{tandiag God’s Prohibitions, and 
they ufed them to pleafe a Curiofity for- 
bidden of God. In thefe AGtions there 
awas aComplicationof many high Crimés, 
which the Law judged worthy of ‘Death. 
Furthermore, fince God fhew’d his A®- 
ger, and infliéts Punifhments upon the 


Guilty, even at the Fime of their com 
mitting 
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mitting the Sin, as in the Example of 
Miriam, Numb. 12. 10. Of Feroboam, 1 
Kjngs 13. 1, 4. of Belfcathfar, Dax. 5. §- 
We may fay here alfo, that God was 
pleafed to declare unto Sav/the Punifh- 
ment of his Crime in fpeaking to an 
0b; for this alfo is reckoned among the 
Sins for which he .was rejected, and the 
Caufes of his Death, 1 cdrom. 10, 12, 13. 
“ Saul died inhis Tranfgreflion, where- 
“ with he tranfgrefled again{t the Word 
“ ofthe Lord, which he had not kepr, 
“and alfo becaufe he asked Counfel 
“ofthe Miftrefs of an Od, feeking to 
“ her, and had not fought unto the 
“Lord; therefore he ilew him, and 


“ turned the Kingdom unto David the 
Son of I/aiah. 


But this Place of Scripture, fo con- 
ftantly cited to prove that which nei- 
ther is, nor can be, wz. a Power of 
Satan to know, and do Things proper 
only to God, have nogreat Difficulty, 
if Men would coniider it with Atten. 
tion, and without Prevention; but ha. 


Q ving 


ving firft receiv’d-an Opinion. 
the Place not to por 
bar to feek Arguments to maintain it 
This was Sazl’s Cafe; being fally per: 
{waded that itte Woman could raife the 
Dead, and’ make them declare what 
would befall’ the Living; he faid' tothe 
Woman, FPoyetel! me by the Familiar Spirit, 
by Ob, and caufe him to come up, witom 
I fhsll name unto thee, v. 8. The King 
doubrlefs imagined; either thar there 
was fomething befides God, that had 
a Power and Knowledge of Things that 
fhould happen, ox that God’ would dif 
cover it to that Ob. If the former:be 
true, Saul was no great. Divine, hewas 
far from knowing God’as ouglit to 
be known: If the latter, he muft have 
been out of his Senfes, to imagine that 
God refufing to difcover Secrets by 
fuch Perfons, and-in fuch Manner 4s 
himfelf had appointed Urim and: Thaw 
mim, and the Prophets, he would re 
veal the fame by fzch Inftroments 4 
he had fo abfolutely. forbidden ee 
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ple to make ufe of: fo that Saul’s Au- 
thority in this Cafe availeth but little. 


But let us examine the Thing more 
particularly ; for the Scripture doth not 
tell us what the Woman did, but what 
fhe faw and faid : for we read, That the 
Woman feeing Samael, cryed out, v. 12- 
It was not Samuel, as our Interpreters 
affirm, but an Evil Spirit in the 
Shape of Samuel: as indeed no true 
Chriftian can conceive, that the Devil 
could take up the true Body of Samuel, 
and tranfport it from Rama to Endor; 
and that by her Magical Art fhe raifed 
up that Evil Spirit. But the Text hath 
notone Word to this Purpofe, for it is 
in exprefs Terms, that Saul defired her 
to raife up Samael, that it was Samael 
which the Woman faw, and that Ss- 
muel {peak to Saul and frighted him. 
If then Syrah is (as -he was) in the wrong 
to have believed that all that is faid 
there is to be underftood of Samuel 
himfelf ; fince Mofes and the Prophets 
defired to be heard while they lived, 

Qi by? 
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but rife not again to fpeak unto Me» 
Luke 16. 31. What Reafon have wet) 
believe that the Devil, who never was 
a Prophet, and never delivered to Men 
any Meffage from God, nor fpake con- 
formably to God's Word, fhould not ap. 
pear to that Purpofe, under the Form 
of a fanétify’d Body, referved in the 
Grave of Honour to the Day of the 
Refurreétion, 


But if we have (as we cannot but 
have) all the Reafon in the World to 
believe that it was not Samuel; why 
then is it that Samuel is named not les 
than five times ? Is it thac fomething 
appeared tn the Likenefs of Samuel, to con 
firm Saul in his Error,who feeking none 
but Samuel, was to be perfwaded that 
Samucl ftood before him? Why not the 
Woman herfelf, that aéted the Part of 
Samael,tha {pake as if it had been 
Ssmuel, and who faid that fhe faw, him 
when in deed fhe faw nothing. Some fuch 
thing they will Anfwer, becaufe the 
Text faith, that the Woman faw . 

that 
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that fhe faid, [fee very well ; it 1s laid 
alfo, as I noted before, that Samuel {pake, 
and not the Devil in Form of Samael ; 
and that the Woman faid, I fee Gods 
afcending out of the Earth: which was 
falfe, for no forts of Gods abide under 
the Earth, no not Demons themielves ; 
none but the Dead do remain there, 
as Cicero relates it, 1. Tufcul. Quejt, 
§. 26. Thefe are his Words, “ We hae 
“ believe that the Souls do our-live | a: 
the Bodies, allReafonings doleadtothac 

“ Opinion ; Reafonthould reac us alfo 
where they are: And hence Igno- nis 
rance hath taken occafion to invent 
‘* certain Places under the Earth for 
“them: for the Bodies falling into 
the Earth and being cover’d with 
Earth, (Humo, whence cometh Hz. 
mart,) they believd that the Dead 
did yet live under the Earth. Howfo- 
ever it isnot faid here, that Saal (who 
was not in the fame Place where the 
Woman faw Samuel, as fhe pretended) 
did fee any thing ; yea it is plain by 
the Story, that he faw nothing ; for why 


fhould 
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fhould he askthe Woman, What faweh 
thou? And ‘what is he like? The fame 
4s oblerved by the Tranflators N, 27, 
“ Saul, fay they, knew that.it was Sy. 
<° muel, ‘by the Dilpofition of his trov. 
“ ‘bled Senfes, and the Woman’s Dif 
“ courfe ; himfelf faw not Samuel. 
As for the Woman’s Difcourfe, Was it 
not for her defcribe Samuel's He 
bit, which was fo well known? or to 
counterfeit his Voice out of her own 
Difpolition, or the Conveniency of the 
Room fitted to that Purpofe : or as the 
the Enzaftrimathoi we have {poken of, as 
if her Voice came from her Belly, or 
from under the Earth, or even as at 4 
great Diftance. The Prophecy which 
followeth is eafily anfwered, as being 
but a Conjefture of the Woman, and 
it ds not well known what fhe meant 
by the Words, Thou be with:me to 
Morrow. What, with me the srueSamuel? 
shat ‘had given no-Occafion for Fear, but 
wather of Joy to Saul, to .go to the fame 
Place where holy Samuel But was 


at with swe, the Devil? That muft a 
‘Le: 
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Lie; unlefs you will fay. alfo, that Fo- 
nathan the Son of Saal, that was killed 
with him, did alfogo to the fame Place 
where the Devil was. Befitles thar, if 
you ferioufly confider tlie Diftance of 
Places, and the many Things that haps 
pen'd: betwixt the Time that Saul was 
at Endor, and'the Hour of his. Deaths 
you: will confefs, as many have done 
that it could not be lefs than five Days, 
if not eight, as fome do conjeéture. 
This is fufficient to juftify, that all this 
might very well come to pafs, without 
any Commerce with the Devé/, and thae 
the Actions here mentioned, have no need 
of the Operation of fuch Spirits to pro- 
duce them; and all this cannot make 
us underftand what is meant by Fam- 
liar Spirit; or a Spirit of Pythons whe- 
thera Man, or a Spirit, or not rather 
a cunning and fubtle Contrivance of a 
Jugler. Whofoever would fee the Mean- 
ing of the Word to Morrow, and that 
Saul could not have been kill’d till five 
Days after his Difcourfe with the Wa. 
man, let him read Becker of the World 
Bewitch dy 
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Benitch’d, Tom. 2. Ch. 24. and Tom, 2) 
Ch. 6. And let this be added, that as 
many as will underftand this Story in 
the literal Senfe, muft prove, that the 
Hebrew Word Ob, or Obe, fignifies a Spi. 
rit endued with the Gift of Prophecy; and 
that to do it, he muft appear under 
fome Form, or in what Figure he pleaf- 
eth, at the Wilh or Command of a 


‘Woman. 


- 
ant. 


the Word 

of feducing Spirits ; 
and thofe Words, 
and of the Angels that 
Faithful. 


HAT TI have faid of feducing 
: Spirits, 1s not approved by e- 
very Body, becaufe the Sence in which 
the Words, feems to be new : And 
yet it is not fo new as many do think. 
Hear what Beza faith,“By the Word Spi- 
“ rit we may underltand Demons them- 
“ felves, or falfe Prophets, of their Doc- 
“tine.” I have pitched on the laft, 
f according to the Liberty given me, and 
R A 
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J | have done it fo much the more rea. 
dily, that confulting the Obfervation of 
the Learned, I have found, that if fome 
Manulcripts, according to the which the 
New Teftament began to be printed, 
had ot TAL [educing Spirits ; feves 
tal others had, wads, Spirits of 
Error. 1 will only fet down here Mr. 
Amelot’s Obfervation : ‘ According to 
“ the vulgar Greek, we fhould fay fedu- 
“¢ cing Spirits; but in three of Kim's 
“© Manulcripts, in the Beft of Stevens's 
« in thofe of Cardinal Ximenes, and of 
“ the Marquis de Welex, there is, asin 
our Interpreter, to the 
“ Spirits of Error.” This juftifies my 
Tranflation to be the furer of the two; 
fince it may agree with both Readings 
of the Original ; whereas the other will 
agree only with the vulgar Greek, : For, 
keeping to the Word waers, I may tranh 
Jate, To the Doétrine, that deceive, or ¢r 
voneous Doétrines; but admit the Word, 
it Cannot be render’d otherwile 
than by the Doétrines of Error. The Spi- 

rits 
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rits of Error are either the Teachers of 
erroneous Doétrines, or the Dottrines 
themfelves ; and every Body will grant, 
that it may more properly be laid, Gév- 
ing up themfelves to Error, than giving up 
themfelves to Seducers, ar Teachers of Ere 
yor; for Men do commonly give up 
themfelves to Doétrines rather than to 
Poétors, Befides, there is not one Place 
in Scripture that I know of, where the 
Word Spirit fignifies a Teacher. They 
quote none other to that Purpofe than 
this in queftion, and which ought no 


longer tq be infifted on, after what J 
<a 


But there are feveral Places where 
the Word Spirit fignifies Doéfrine; for 
thus Interpreters do underftand, 1 Cor.’ 
14. 32. The Spirits of the Prophets are /ube 
ject to the Prophets; as indeed this Place 
has Refpe& to the 29th Verfe, Lez twe 
or three Prophets fpeak, and let the others 
jadge: The Meaning can be no other 
than that the Doétrines fet forth by fome 
R 2 Prophets 
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Prophets that fpeak, muft be fubiet to 
the Judgment ofothers. When St. 
lays, That fome Spirits are of God, and 
Some are not, 1 4. 1, 2. furely he 
would have us know, that there be 
fome Sentiments and Doé@trines where- 
of God is the Author, and fome others 
that proceed not from him: That Spi- 
rit from the Mouth of the Lord which is 
to deftroy the Son of Perdition, 2 Thef. 2. 
8. feems to me to be none other, than 
the Do€trine of the Gofpel of jus 
Chrift clearly manifefted. The three un 
ciean Spirits coming forth ont ‘of the Mouth 
of the Dragon, and out of the Mouth of the 
falle Prophet, and out of the Mouth of the 
Beaff, Rev. &°. £3, 14. are-certainly three 
dangerous Tenets or Opinions, whiclt 
are called Spirits of Demons, to fignity, 
(asin the Text) the Dottrine of Dé- 
mons, becaufe all the three tend to caufe 
dead Men to be religioufly honoured, as 
is praétifed. among the Heathen, and 
under the Empire of the Beaft,, and of 


the falfe Prophet. Several other Pla- 
ces 


* 
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ces may thus be clearly explain’d, which 
otherwile may not eafily be underftood. 


This Word Spirit does fometimes ex- 
prefs the Divine Virtue working above 
Nature, and the Wonders that it brings 
forth, as you may obferve in the Places 
under-noted (4) a Truth which cannot 
be deny’d ; and I wilh that thofe who 
labour fo much to prove, that in the 
Church, there is not another immedt- 
ate Operation of the Holy Gho/ft, befides 
the working of Miracles, would ferioufly 
coniider this, and confefs, that there is 
not a greater Difficulty to admit this 
immediate working of Faith and Rege- 
neration,than his Prophefying and {peak- 
ing of Tongues ; for St. Paw! faying, rhat 
there is a Diverfity of Gifts, but there is 
one and the fame Spirit, doth afcribe Wif- 
dom, Knowledge, and Faith to the 
fame Spirit, as he doth to the Cure of 
Difeafes, prophefying, difcerning of Spi- 


(a) Judg. 14. 16. Ch. 15.13. Ifa, 31, 3- Joel 2. 28.29. 
Matt. 12. 28. 1 Cor. 12. 4, 8, 9,19, 13. 1 Pet. 3.8: 
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rits, and fpeaking of Languages: 4a 
that all, both Jews and Greeks, whether bond 
or free, are made to drink of the fame Spi. 
rit;-as in another Place, that whoforver 
bath not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of 
his, Rom. 8. 9, 


Some others do nat approve of my 
Notion about the Words ju/tified in the 
Spirit; that we fhould underftand them 
of the miraculous Works of the Spirit of 
God, which have confirmed this Truth, 
That Fefus Chrift is God manifefted in the 
Flelb ; but I fee not how a better Senfe 
can. be put. upon them: The different 
Opinions of thofe who have labouw’d 
hard to find out another, have fixed 
mine, and with me follow others that © 
have proved it by St. Peter’s Words, 
2. 22. Fefus of Nazareth, a Man 
proved of God among you by mighty Works 
47d Wonders, and Signs, which he did y 
him in the midft of you, as ye your[elves al- 
fo know (4). Great is the Number ot 


(a) Aimo, Eftius. The old ‘Notes.on the Bible of Lu- 
nacy, Piicator, Toflanus, Amiraldus, Deodati, 
. 


‘ 


thofe Commentators that have expound 


ed them as 1 do, and apply’d them particue 
larly to our Saviour’s Refurrection. 


They find Fault likewife with my 
cotnment upon 1 of Cor. 6. 3. Know ye 
not that we {ball judge the Angels. And 
indeed I do not wonder at it, becaufe 
moft Interpreters underftanding it other. 
wife : But the Truth is, that we are 
naturally Proud, and wonderful delight- 
ed with this Thought, that a Day will 
come, wherein we fhall be appointed 
Judges of the Angels. But let me in- 
treat the Reader to examine ftri@tly the 
difficulties arifing from the common Q- 
pinion sas in the firft Place, That In- 
terpreters do not agree about feveral 
Heads, Some will have it That all the 
Eleét of God {hall Judge the Angels. O- 
thers that the Minifters only (hall have this 
priviledge. Some fay that the Angels to be 
judged, are the wicked Angels only O.- 
thers will have the good ones to be no lefs 
Subject to this Fudgment. Some do pretend 
to fudge even in this Life, others are 
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Contented to wait till the Laff Day. Some 
do believe that they (hall fit with Chrif 
upon the Bench. Others affirm, That they 
fomply acquiefce to the judgment given ly 
Chriff. Yea, that the Faithful fhall only ‘be 
brought in as Examples, which the / upreme 
Fudge {ball produce againft the condemned. 
Befides this, There are fome things which 
they have not minded, and which feem 
to me to be of no {mall difficulty. St, 
Paal’s Argument is a Majori ad minus, 
If we are to Judge the Angels, how 
much rather things pertaining to thi 
Life ? They. fhould explain to us, what 
relation there is between thefe two forts 
of Judgment ; and what confequenc? 
may follow from a Judgment that con- 
fifts only in Approbation, or given Evi 
dence, or a Judgement that pronounces 
Sentence, and decides Matters: fuch as 
the Apoftles would have the Faithful to 


give about the Difpute of their Bre 


thren Furthermore, St. Paul grounds 
his Difcourfe upon this Suppofition, That 
what he fpake was well known of all 


them that he fpake to. Do you not ven 
it 


fith he, that we hall judge the Angels ? 
Let me therefore ask thefe Doctors, 
who cannot determine what Judges 
fhall pronounce this Judgment, or what 
Angels fhall be judged ; When, and 
after what manner this Judgment fhall 
be given? and how God’s Children can 
know that they. fhall be judged? But 
I get out of this Lybyriath, by follow- 
ing the Sentiment of thofe St. Chry/oftome 
fpeaks of tpon this Place, and who be. 
lieve, that the Angels meant, are the 
Minifters of the Church, who are to 
be judged by the Churchitfelf ‘Thofe 
Prophets, whofe Spirits or Doétrines, 
are to be fubject to the Prophets, who 
judge of what is faid ; and confequently 
do judge of Things greater and of an 
higher Importance than the Things of 
this Life. Tho’ fome Copies do put a 
circumflex Accent upon the Words 
aNd xpivoduer, to make them fecond 
Future Tenfes; others do leave the 


Mark of the Prefent,and that removes all 
the Difficulty. 


I fhall 


| | 
I, 
rij 
he 
) 
ve 
| 
ch | 
2m 
s 
at 
| 
1S 
0 
| 


138 


a | fhall mention no more Places of the 
holy, Scripture which are il] underftood 
by moit, to find out their Witchcraft and 
Apparitions ; Spirits working Wonders 
upon Bodies, and by the Means of 
ftrange Bodies, (whereby all the filly 
Stories of old Women and Children are 
afferted and maintained :) There being 
an excellent bock written ofiginally in 
Datch, and moft exa@ly Tranflated into 
French, in 4 Vols. whereof the firf is 
already made Englifh, and I hope and 
pray that God will raife fhortly fome 
Jearned and zealous Chriftian for the 
Truth, that may finifh that neceflary 
Work: The Title of it is, Le monde En- 
chante, and it contains weighty and un- 
anfwerable Anfwers, to whatfoever hath 


yet been Publith’d on this Subjett. 


But: let me anfwer that which fome 
will call a very material Objection, v#. 
That the Vulgar Opinion, being the 
more general and alfo own’d not 0 


be damnable of it felf, to what Purpole 
is 


of Spirits. 139 
‘sall thisStir about it? and why are thefe 
new Notions fo zealoufly preffed and 
inculcated ? Yet I muft fay, that this No- 
tion is neither new nor inconfiderable 
among Men of Learning, and aiming at 
Perfection, And I prefume that what 
follows, will juftify that it is not an 
indifferent thing, whether Chriftians be 
rightly informed in this Point or not. 
Obferve therefore that in all things, and 
inthe firft Place he fhould have an Eye 
to the Glory of our God, which we 
cannot advance too much, nor remove 
too far, whatfoever is difhonorable to 
him; nor make the Way of Salvation 
too plain before Men. The Opinion 
commonly receiv’d concerning the Devyil’s 
Power and Dominion, of infpiring all 
the Evil that is done ; tormenting Men 
and Women, yea and Children, who as 
yet have no Knowledge of Good and. 
Evil, keeping in his Dependence, Legions 
ofattiveand wicked Spirits always ready 
at his command, or able of themfelves 
to vex the Living, or even to raife up 
Or reprefent the Dead, for the Terror 
S 2 of 
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of poor Mortals ; and they fuppofed 

be endued with fuch 
Men, as to trapan them into Sub{cripti- 
ons to certain Covenants whereby they 
renounce God, and fell themfelves to 
the Devil, either for a little Pelf, or 
filly Pleafure, in plaguing and deftroying 
their Fellow Creatures, not Men only, but 
Cattle alfo. This, I declare I can never 
agree. to; and I affirm, that the Belici 
of it is highly difhonourable to God, and 
a ftumbling Block in the: way of 
Mens Salvation. This will be juftified by 
Examples ; as, 


. 


| 


What are Inchantments and con. 
juring Words, which fuch Multitudes of 
Men do believe to’ have a Vertue of 
working fo many, forts of wonderful 
Effet: ? Some do conceive a Vertue to 
be in the Woras, and others in the Op- 

eration Of Sztar, upon the pronoun- 
cing of them ; for this ‘we have 
the bold affertion of an eminent Av- 
thor ;. Experience teaches us, that 

hele 


3 

| 
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« thefe Words, thefe AGtions and Thit.2s 
«have fome Power. This he ftourly 
“affirms, when upon this ne 
“ he asketh this Queftion, From w tit 
« Caufe doth. proceed this Virtue? of 
“ thefe Means, if not always, yet fome- 
& times? Hear his Anfwer, That pro- 
“ ceeds from the Devii’s Will and Pleas. 

~@ fare, and not from any conftant and 
natural Difpofition of thefe Means(a),” 
Too many more will fay the fame; fo 
that it is the Vulgar Notion, ‘J bat this 
Vertue is in the Means. How abominas’ 
ble and criminal is this Opinion? The: 
Centurian {aid to our Saviour, Speak the 
Word, and thy Servant fhall be healed 
Matt. 8. 9. Surely this Centurion thought 
not that the Power of ‘Healing was in 
the Word, but in the Power and Will 
of Telus Chrift. The Leprous afcribeth 
it to Chrif’s Will; Lord, if thow wilt 


— 


a) Voetius, Difput. pag. $78. Verba, A&iones 
& res illas aliguid pofle docet experientia : procedit hoc 


ex orbirio Diaboli, non ex conftanti- aliqua mediorum ap- 
titudine. 
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thou canft make-me clam. The {ame 
is confirmed by Chrsft himfelf, who 
fort his hand and faid, I will, Be thoy 
clean: And ate’ not Men athamed to 
fay the fame of Satan as of Chrift; And 
yet this they do; and are not afhamed, 
far from it, they ftudy Arguments and 
ftand to them, as if they were unan- 
fwerable Proofs of their foolifh Notions;: 
the: Devil can do it, and more, if God 
permit him. A fubtil Way of Reafoning 
indeed ! which fappofes that God may: 
rmit the Devil to he ‘God, for he 
muft be no Jefs, and Almighty Crea- 
tor likewife, if he doth al] thofe Things 
that he is faid todo. And. who can ima: 
gine that Satan being a vile and wicked 
Creature; fallemfrom God, and his 
-fliould be permitted to 
do. more and. greater Things 
ever he fuffer’d.to be done by. his belt. 
Servants? But this ftands for nothing, 
they will go Onand difpute fill: For 
they fay, ThatGod premits the Devil 
to work Miracles, tho’ it be to conform. 


a falfe Dostrine and feduce Men. Fot 
now 
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now they ftick not to own that God 
can, and doth aétually permit Satan to 
deceive Men, by working fuch Things, 
as is not poflible for a Creature to do, 
Which Notion muft neceffarily afcribe 
a Divinity to the Devi, or make God 
the Author of Sin. If either Sistas 
doth them of himfelf, or God doth 
work the fame by him: To this End 
they would have us to underftand lit- 
terly that Place, Rev. 13. 11, 13. That 
the fecond Beaft {pake like the Dragon, and 
worketh great Signs and Wonders, even to tal 
make Fire to come down from Heaven, im ye 
the fight of Men, Deut. 13. Mofes fup- 
pofes that a Sign or a Wonder may hap- 
pen, which 1s defign’d only to tare a- 
way Men from the Worfhip of the 
true God. Burt 1m all this, no mention 
is made of the Devil; and furely the 
Wickednefs of Man is fufficient to make 
him fall into Idolatry, yea and to draw 
others after him and feduce them by 
pretended Signs and Miracles, Every 
one is willing to make Profelytes, and 
zealous to bring over others to their Q- 
pinion. 
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144 
pron. Idoiatrous Popery did conftanly 
produ 2e fuch Miracles to the fame pur- 
po'c : The Prophets fpoken of by Mofs 
were falfe Prophets, and Dreamers of 
Dreams, pretended to have feen and 
heard, and their Miracles were the fame 
pretended and falfe Miracles: and if 
any thing was done, yet nothing above 
Nature, tho’ the Beholders comprehen¢- 
ed it not. | 


2. I reckon this among inexcufable 
Ablurdities, that Conjurers, Witches, or 
the Devil himfelf can do all that God 
serous them to do. Can Men in thei 
nfes conclude, that a mere Permiffion 
can enable for A€tion ? Chrift permitted 
Se. Peter to walk upon the Sea, but 
enabled him not todo it ;as he did tohed 
the impotent Man at the beautiful Gate’ 
of the Temple. I ask therefore, whether 
it was fimple Permiffion that made Bi 
laam’s AfS to fpeak, and the Iron 
Swim ? Permiffion alone will never pre 
duce Things above Nature, nor work 
Miracles. And if Satan and his Imps do 


what 


| 


of Spirstys. 145 
what is beyond their Nature, they mult 
have the Power and Strength given them 
to do it,fand that from God ; and fo God 
is the Doer of what is done: That if 
the Devil doth of himfelf what Men fay 
he doth above his Nature, he muft be 
own'd to do gredter Things than God 
ever did: Yet; oh Horror! there is 
nothing more cothmon than Chriftians 
yea Proteftants, to impute to Satan the 
working the fame Things or more: As 
for Example ; was God the Ruler and 
Commander of the. Air, when he caufed 
Thunder, Fire and Hail in the Land of 
Egypt? The Devil is thought to have 
had the fame Power, when the Houfes 
of Job's Children were overthrown; 
and now, that he hath whole Nations 
of Laplanders and Finlanders, who are a- 
ble to raife, turn, and fell the Wind, 
and, by uatying a Knot made in the 
Corner ofa Handkerchief, raife a Storm, 


and Jay it again. And is it not now a 


common Saying, when confiderable Mif- 
chief is done by a Storm, that fome 
Body is conjuring. One-of our Saviour’s 

greateft 
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greatelt and moft adinirable Work, 
reftoring: the Dead to Life again, Yon 
§. 20, by it he prov'd his Divinity and 
Almighty Power. As the Father railes up 
the Dead and quickeneth themy fo the Sor 
gaickeneth whonr he will. But it is pre- 
tended: tliat Satan goesfarther, for Chrif 
railed°up the Dead, by reuniting the 
Soul with the’ fame Body ; but accor. 
ding* to tlre vulgar Opinion, the Devil 
can’ omake Bodies ‘for Spirits, which 
never’had any Relation to a Body, and 
he ‘can’ animate.that-which never had a 
Soul, yea transfrorni Men into Beafts 
and: bring them to themfelves ‘again: 
He changes them-and Inmfelf into 
Cats and Goats, and that notin Appear. 
ance only, but in Reality, for if the Ca 
be beaten, the Witch will have a Bruife; 
if the Hare be bitten by a Dog, and 
efcapes, the Witch: will ga lame the 
next Day. The Prophet, by the Power 
of God; caufed the kron to-come up from . 
thie bottom to thetop of the. Water, 
6. 6. But) Satan makes 3 
Multitude of Witches to fwim, eo 
} oer 


é 


ethers would fink immediately. ‘Thele 
are but few of innumerable Inftances 
that may be producd, to prove that 
Men do allow the Devil a Power and 
Operations above Nature; and if thar 
is true, then he is a God. Every Crea- 
ture is confined by God himfelf to the 
Properties. of its own Nature, and fo 
are the Actions proceeding from thefe 


Properties: So that we muft fay that 


when a Creature ats contrary to, 
or above its Nature, it is God’s own 
AG, either by his own immediate O- 
peration, as when St. Peter cured the 
impotent Man with one Word fpeaking, 
ashe faidto the People, why do yow lock 
on us, as if by our own Power we had made 
this Man to walk? or by giving extra- 
ordinary Abilities to the Means, beyond 
their Nature, as after the troubling of 
the Water of Bethe/da; and tothe Water, 
of ‘Fordan, to cure the Leprofy. As for 
my part, | will never enquire what the 
Devil can do, when I fee any thing done, 
that is above Nature; for thén I am 
ture he cannot be the Doer of it : yet 
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not only old Women < and Idiots among 
the Vulgar, bur even learned and em 
nent Men will affirm the fame, and 4 
great deal more inconfiftent, not only 
with the Principles of Chriftian Rel- 

ion, but alfo contradiGtory to the 

ruth of the Creation, which hath fet 
fuch Bounds to all Creatures which 
they Cannot pafs; not only without 
God’s Permiffion, but alfo without his 
giving them Power and Strength, be- 
yand what he firft imprinted in their 
Wature; and therefore what is faid of 
Spirits acting corporally upon Bodies, 
or of Bodies aéting as Spirits, mutt ¢: 
ther be falfe, or the Work of him, who 


is the Author of Nature, and is able 
to.alter it when, and as he pleafeth: So 
the Opinion of any Creature having 4 
Power of working Things above its 
Nature, cannot be maiatained to the 


Glory of God, 


- “I fay again, that the commonly 


receiv'd Opinion ig @ great ftumbling 
Bloch 


r 
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Block unto Man, even in the Way of 
his Salvation: For, firft of all, ic fure 
nifhes the Atheift with an unanfwerable 
Argument againft the Truth of our Ho- 
ly Religion; for we pretend this to be 
undeniably eftablifh’d by it, that the 
Writers of the Bible did. thofe Things, 
which were impoffible to be done with. 
out the Finger of God: This was the 
Cafe of the Law, Deut. 4. 42+ God hath 
taken to himfelf a People, out of anothep 
People by Temptations, by Wonders, by 4 ftrong 
Hand, and by an out-ftretched Arm, and by 
great Terrors. It is the Cafe of the Gols 
pel, Heb. 2. 4. God witneffing together with 
them by Signs, and Wonders, and mighty 
Works. But if what is conceived of the 
Devil takes Place, Conjurers and Witch. 
es go beyond Mofes and the Prophets, 
and Chrift himfelf ; for the Devil daily 
fets forth Prophecies, and doth Won. 
ders beyond Urim and Thummim. If God 
created and governs the World, and all 
Things fubfift by his Will, in the fame 
Order that he fet them, Revel. 4. 11. 
it is faid alfo that the Devil can-do all 
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this; ‘bute what faith the s trit of Truth. 
Ts. 4t. 23- Make us to Th 
to come, and ye. are Gads: But hidden 
Things, and Things to come, are dif. 
coverd by the Devil’s Revelation: If 
he is the God of this World, if he knows 
the Hearts, and can work upon them, 
and underftand ithe Myfteries of Salva 
tion, he hath divine Attributes, and he 
can do all Things ; infpire David to go 
and number the People, and take from 
‘foo all his Goods, and the Health of his 
Body: But you will fay, that the De: 
vil can do nothing but what God per- 
mits him to do. Have Care, I pray: 
Our Saviour faid that of .-himfelf, ‘fol 
19. I can do nothing of myfelf. Beware 
making Comparifons, which this new 
receiv’d Opinion is but too apt to do, 
to the great Scandal and Prejudice of 
the Chriftian Religion, and hinders Men 
from knowing and ferving God as they 
ought to do. St. Fames tells'us, That 
any lacketh Wifdom, he muft beg it of God, 
who alone is able to give it. But this 


Opinion tells us, that Satan, out of his 
great 


great Capacity, and long Experience? 
can reveal all Things to Men. The Pro- 
phet Amos puts this Queftion, Is there 
any Evil in the City, ana the Lord hath not 
done it ? But what anfwers this Conceit, 
All Evil is from the Devil. If we be 
affaulted with any fad or troublefome 
Thoughts, or feel in our Confciences 
fome Checks or Difturbances for the 
Rvil that we have done, we complain 
that we are purfued by an evil Spirit. 
And do we difcourfe of another World, 
we hear of nothing oftner than the 
Devil’s dragging and hauling Souls in- 
to Hell : So that however we are taught 
to honour and love God, ‘we are alfo in- 
ftru&ted to fear the Devil,contrary to the 
Scripture, which informs. ‘us, that ‘Gods 
and he alone, is to be fear'd; ‘and that it is 
a fearful Thing to fall ‘idto the Hands 
Of the Livine God; not of a Devil in 
© mit 
And will not our pure-and Holy’ Re- 
ligion fuffer much, -by thus making 
God the Author of thefe Errors and 
Cheats, 
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Chears, which. are fet on ‘Work to fe. 
duce Men ; for the Devil bath no Share 
ia Onmniporence, and God muft be the 
Doer of ail chofe Things that exceef 
Nature, and yet are made Ufe of to 
turn away Men from God, to look up. 
on Saten as the Engineer of thefe furpri. 
zing Things. Let our Hearts abhor fuch 
Conceits, for they will keep us from-the 
right Sentiments we fhould have of the 
Divinity; _ and; by Confequence, make 
ts incapable of rendering to our Gol 
that Honour, Reverence; and Service, 
which are due to hini: As many 3 
fancy that God either persiits or gives 
the Devil a Power to do fuch Things, 
ado afcribe to Satan a Powér and King- 
ddom antecedent to; and as lating 
God’s only Son; having under 
Aris Command: and Direftion Multitudes 
wf Spirits, Men and Witches, who ha 
ving contraéted a ftri&t Alliance with 
him, do affert his Dominion in all Parts 
of the World; to the great Grievance 
-of innumerable Creatures, and the eter- 


inal Damnation of poor deluded Souls. 
| But 


But to conclude, thé Not‘ons are in- 
tonfiftent with the Praétice of Piety, 
cording as St. Paul marks their O Fon 
tion, 1 Tim. 4. 7. But reject ungodly and 
old Wives Fables, and exercife thy felf unto 
Godlinefs : Here ig a Cafting out of the 
one, and admitting thie other; not only 
preferring Piety before thefe Fables, but 
be fre to hdve nothing to do with 
thefe, and give thy felf wholly to the 
other ; whereby it is fufficiently mani. 
4, that foch Fables can never agree 

with Piety. This is what St. Perer 
would have us to undérftand, when he 
faith, 2 Pet. 1. 16. We follow not after cun- 
ninpl) devifed Fables, but we have made 
known unto you the Power and C omi ng of 
our Lord Fel us Chrif among the Heathen : 
as now in Popery Religion was grounded 
upon Fables ; all their Divinations, Mas 
gick, and Conjurations were built upori 
that Foundation. And it was thus at 
Ephefus, when St Paal writ this Epi- 
tle; that City being the Metropolis of 
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all the Heathenith Religions, by Reafon 
of the Magnificence of Diana’s Temple,. 
and other Images fuppofed to come’ 
down from Heaven, all which was 
mere Fable; the Priefts of thofe falf 
Divinities being accuftomed to wrap uy 
the Worfhip of their Gods and Demons 
with contriv’d Stories of their Extrac. 
tion, Education, and Actions, and their 
Laws requird of Men their Worhhip- 
pers, referving always to themfelves the 
Explication of thefe ; and to confirm the 
People in the blind Service of thefe 
Gods, they pretended Apparitions, Re 
velations, and Miracles. The Fewih Til- 
mud, the Turkifb Alcoran, the Roman Le 
gends, the Writings of our new Anti- 
hrinttarians, Socinians, and Antifcripturifis, 
are to be avoided, with all Worfhippers 
of Tradition ; for that is a new Herely 
ftarted up of late among Proteftants, 
Thefe are Things that are made ule of 
to feduce People, and make Gain of 
their Money, by feeding their Minds 


by fuch craftily invented Stories; fuch 
as 
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of Spirits.  §§ 
as the Apoftle hath given a very pro- 
per Name to, malicioully 
forged Fables: Of this Nature 1s all this 
Demonology, or Dottrine of Damons, fo 
much reverenc’d by the Heathen, pro- 
and ridiculous Inventions enters 
tain’d, and daily rehears’d among Chil- 
dren by old Women, whofe weak Brains 
being filled with them, will not ceafe 
relating them to the younger Sort of 
People, as if they were undoubted 
Truths, eftablifh’d by the certain 
Experience: But the worft of all is, that 
lor fuch Things old Women and others 
are often caft into Piifons, tormented, 
and doomed to the Flames, as convit- 
ed of Diabolical Magick. Thefe are but 
ttw of thofe many Arguments that oc- 
cur to juftify that thefe vulgar Notions 
are inconfiftent with the Praétice of 
Piety, fince they fill up Mens Thoughts 
with Vanities, and make all their Devo- 
tion to be nothing but Superftition and 
Idolatry. 
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APPENDIA 


TO THE 


Treatife of SPIRITS. 


INDING the learned 
Part of the World 
grown more curi- 
™ ous to know the 
Truth about Spirits, 
Pes) and that the Dif- 
pute concerning Witches and A 
aii leems not to be at an End: 
ut particula tly becaute I have met 


a late 


ot 090022 
SESE 
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a late Pamphlet, which pretends 
{trongly to prove his Point ; but fo 
weak are his Arguments, that he’ 
will find himfelf difappointed, if 
he expects an Anfwer. I thall 
ly tranicribe his Title Page, and 
I take that to bé Anfwer enough. 
For thefe Reafons I have added 


this Appendix.“ \ 
The Poffidility and Reality of Magick, 
Socery and Witchcraft demonftrate 
ed =‘ Or, 'A-Vindication of a Com- 
pleat Hiftory of Magick, Socery and, 
Witchcraft, “Anfwer to Dr. 

Hutchinfon’s Hiftorical Bflay. By. 

Richard Boulton, fome time of 

Brazen-Nofe Colléze. 


learned Men, labéuring under .an 


habitual Prevention in the Cafe now 


& 
> 
a 


APPENDIX. 159 


‘i Hand, are above the reft, two 
{hort Hiftories, one in the Old 
Teftament, the other in the. New 
Teftament, vix. .The Wircu, or 
No Witcu of Enpor, for the 
Scripture doth not call her fo; 
and the fuppofed Trani{migration 
of the Demons into the Herd of 
Swine ; both thele are, (as I fup- 
pofe) very well explained in the 
Treatife. But becaufe the Men 
with whom I have to do, back’d 
by the Multitude, will multiply his 
Words, againft Arguments both of 
holy Scripture and natural Evi- 
dence ; I have thought fit to make 
an Addition of this fhort Appendix ; 
being perfwaded, that a fhort Pa- 
raphrafe on thefe two Places, will 
clear the Point, and put an End 
to the Difpute. 


As to the firft, the Scripture tells 
us, That there was a Time when the 
Spirit 
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Spirtt of God was upon Saul, and 
Lime when he was departed from hing 
At this Time of DiftraGion doubt. 
lefs it was that Saal undertook to 
go to Exdor ; and it mutt be fy 
for he went for Information to one 
ot thofe, whom himfelf had bani- 
fhed out of the Land ; yea, whom 
he knew God had forbidden thould 
be fuffered to live. He was mad 
indeed to think that he could be 
difguifed from a Cunning Woman, 
who could not be ignorant of what 
every Body knew, that Saul was 
bigher by the Head and Shoulders 
than ang of the People: Diftratted 
jndeed he was! to imagaine to get 
erue Information, when God re 
fufed to anfwer him; but a Spirit 
from the Lord tormented him ; yet 
our Interpreters never thought t 
reckon him among the Poffeffed ; be 
caufel fuppofe,it is faid that it wasa 


Spirit from the Lord, not from S#¥ 
tan, 
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tan, or the Devil. However, Saul 
wasin a diftracted Condition, for 
he was afraid at the Sight of the 
Philiftine Army ; and io in a pro- 
per Cafe to be put upon by fuch 
Pretenders to Devination, being 
throughly perlwaded of her great 
Skill in the Art of Magick. And 
accordingly, take Notice how the 
Woman a¢ts her Part: He came 
to her in the Night, the proper 
Time for Deeds of Darkneds, and 
none more dark than applying to 
the Dead for Relief ; fuch was his 
Errand, I pray thee divine unto me 
by the Familiar Spirit, and bring me 
him up whom I foall name uato thee ; 


like that of Dives to Lazarus, Send 


one from the Dead to my Brethres, to 
teftify unto them; and yet this is a 
Thing much to bé taken Notice of, 


That of all thofe that were rais’d 


com the Dead, none is faid to 
X have 
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APPENDIX, 
have continued upon Earth, or to 
have done any thing, or to have 
given any Information. So that 
Saul’s Requeft was both impertis 
nent and impoffible, that Samuel, 
an holy Man, and now at reft from 
his Labours, fhould be difquieted 
to pleafe the Curiofity of a mad, 
rebeHious Prince, and the Cove. 
toulnefs of a wicked and prefump- 
tuous Woman ; therefore the Wo- 
man faid unto him,, and very pm: 
dently, to avoid the Penalty of the 
Law, Thou knomeft what Saul bath 
done. He, to be fure of her, gives 
her the greateft Security that the 
could have, a folemn Oath of him 
‘to whom belongs the Execution of 
othe Law; Aud Saul fware to her 
the Lord, faving, As the Lord liveth, 


there fhall no Punifbment happen unio 


thee.for this Thing. Upon. this Al. 

furance, “fhe is encourage d, and 

begins 
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begins her Work, and faith, Whon 
fall I bring up wnto thee’ And he 


aid, Bring me up Samucl. Foolifhly 


thinking doubtlefs, as the vulgar 
Error prevail’d, that fhe could by 
her Art bring Samuel to talk with 
him about Bufinefs, as he us’d to 
do when he was alive: But, alas! 
tempore mutantur, the Apparition 
muft be to her, not to him, as will 
be manifeft prefently; how cometh 
this fudden Tranfition, without 
more Words, from his Requeft to 
the Apparition to her, Ver. 12, 
And when the Woman {aw Samuel, 
fhe cryd-with a loud Veice ; but one 
ly becaufe Saul, very Intent upon 
the Butinefs, muft be fuppofed to 
be in hafte, and the Woman imme- 
diately fteps into her Cell, or Clo- 
fet, where ftood the Ob, or Death’s 
Head, here called the Familiar Spi- 
rit, which our Conyurors or For- 
| X 2 tuges 
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i tune-Tellers have thought fit to 
} change into the ca/ting of 4 Figure 


“pon Paper, which no Body unders 
ftands but themfelves, and the Con- 
juror alone mutt give the Significas 
tion thereof. When the Woman [aw 
Samuel, for hitherto he faw no 
thing ; and why not then, if hewas 
to fee at all; no, there mutt be 
further juggling in the Cafe ; the 
Woman was to fee, and he to hear 
only ; therefore fhe goes to the 
proper Place appointed for Vitions 
and Apparitions,into which Placethe 
Client is not permitted to enter, 
out of which fhe ftarts, with wont: 
ed Amazement, for fhe ery'd with a 
loud Voice, and {pake ta Saul, faying, 
Why haft thou deceiv’d we ? Far thou 
art Saul. Now the King is fully 
perfwaded that the Woman had 
had the Vifion, and that by it the 


had difcovered who he was, a 
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he an{wered her, Be not afraid, for 
what faweft thon? The Vilion 13 
ver, and yet he faw nothing, and 
we will have him be very clears 
fighted, when he was ftark Blind 3 
which he confeffes by faying to her, 
What faweft thou ? And what Appa- 
rition was this ? I faw (not thou) 
Gods afcending out of the Earth, A 
Vilion indeed, of Plurality of Gods 
in a People which believed but one, 
and they afcending out of the Earth! 
a Place where the very Gods of the 
Heathen were never laid to dwell. 
I would therefore entreat my An- 
tagonifts to give me the Meaning of 
thofe Words, which, I muft confefs 
I underftand not: But as the dark 
Anfwers of our Aftrologers, and of 
the ancient Oracles, which were 
never delivered but in Enigmati- 
cal Terms ; but of thefe the poor 
Prince had no fight; for he faid' to 
| her, 


| 

| 
je 
| 

| 
| 
| | 
a 


her, What Form is he of ? Surely he 
Law nothing yet, for fhe faid, An 
ld Man cometh up, and he is cover. 
ed with a Mantle. Then per 
eeived, he did not fee that it was 
Samuel, but he perceived, hie conje 
tlured and concluded it from the 
Words of the Woman ; as all thofe 
vhac will: have their Fortune told 
them, mutt be fatistied with what 
the Teller will reveal in the Mat- 
ter ; but he bow’d and knealt, either 
with Thanks to the Woman, or.in 
Reverence'to the Memory of Samuel, 
who vouchfaf’d to appear in his — 
Behalf, and (by her) fo 
to anfwer his;Requeft ; for why 
many Words in framing this Ap- 

arition to. the Woman, {o many 
Words, afhrming that Saul faw 
siothing,” and yet not the leaft I- 
tem of ,his-appearing to Saul ium 


felf ; but tie Dialogue 


- 


~ 


Ail betwixt Sau/ and the Woman, 
fhe perfonates Samuel none other 
wife than the Advocate perfonates 
his Client when he pleads for him, 
Then {aid Samuel to Saul, (tho 


Saul fought the Mediation of the 


Woman, it was not from her that 


he expected his Inftruction, but 
from the Apparition of Samuel ; 


neither did the Woman pretend to 
inform him of hertelf, before Sa- 
muel appeared ; and then the things 


to be {poken of, relating particu- 


larly to Saul and Samuel, more than 
to the Woman, who was but‘a Me- 
diatrix, it was proper for her then 
to perfonate Samuel, whom Saul 
could not fee, and to name 
Things that pertained to them, and 


not at allto herfel6 as the follow- 
ing Words do ; Why haft thou 
dijquieted me ? Samuel, if any, not 
the Woman, was difquieted. And 


ther 
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therefore as the Lawyer takes up. 
on him to perfonate his Clie i 
nt, be. 

caute he is the Party concerned ; {p 
this Woman doth the fame here 
to utter the Words which were pro 
per-for Samuel to have utterei, if 
he had really appeared ; and they 
are true Words in themfelves, for 
it have been a great Diftur)- 
ance to holy Samuel, to be fetch’ 
from Heaven, or from the Grave, 
to pleafure a wicked King anda 
curfed Woman. But the Words 
muft be falfe, if the Apparition was 
true, for Samuel could not be dit 
quieted in going upon God's Er. 
rand, as this muft be; for God’ 
_Permiffion, fo often alledg’d in thi 
Cafe, is not fufhcient ; it cannot 
make the Devil a God, to create, t0 
_raife up the Dead, to Infpire, t0 
Transform, to make a Woman 


Hare, and an Elephant of a Bee’ 
| 


169 
Have a care, Mortal Meu, 
of {uch furprizing Incongruties, yea 
Impoflibilities to Nature, and blaf- 
making him the Author of what 
he utterly abhorrs and ablolutely 
forbids: Obferve what Saul art- 
fwers to this Reproof (pray excufe 
mé,I could not help it,) I am fore 
diftrelfed,; the Philiftines make War 
againft mé, and God is departed 
from me, and anfwereth mé to more ; 
God himfelf muft bé taxed, and 
made the Caufe of our Extravagane 
cies. As we run to Churches to 
thank him for the Succefs of the 
enormotis Crimes that we commit, 
fo pray hear this Leflon, ye care 
lels Men ; Then [aid Samuel, wrhere- 
ore then doft thou ask of mé, feeing 
the Lord is departed from thee, and 
is become thine Enemy? Ye that are 
but fallible Men, have a care of 
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finding Faiile with God ; if God 
will not, the whole Creation can- 
not rélieve yous you 
that are {o Witches and 
do Evil, if you about ah 
unlawful thing, God leaves you, 
| and | no Good Will comé of it and 
af any Succels appears, it is the 
‘worfe for you, as it was for Saul, 
Confufion and utter. Deftrnétion : AE 
‘ter the Declaration of which, 
the “th, 18th and 1 gth 
the. lows, Ver. 20. ‘Thee 
Saul fell Braitway all along upon the 
Earth, and was fore afraid, becanle 
of the Words of Samuel ; ‘and there 
was no Strength in him, Reon he 
had edten no Bread all the Day, wm 
all the Night; fo ‘great ‘was his 
Diftisdtion, hat lie nothing 
but his wicked The 


clufion 


APPENDIX. 
dlufion of all this is” in the 19th 
Verle : Moreover the Lor d will alfo 
deliver Ifrael witb thee, into the hands 
of the Philiftines; and to Morrow 


hale thou and thy Sons be with me - 
‘and the. Lord. alfo -; deliver the 


‘Hoft of Ifrael into the Hands of the 
Philiftings ; which fhews how much 


a wicked King to rule over a Peo- 


ple, the whole Nation fuffers by it. 


The is, the Saul left the 
Woman’s Care to Succour him; 


but the are not 

underftood, To Morrow thou foalt he 
with me; that they were meant of 
his Death, 2ll do own; but: the 
Words to Morrow, and with me, 
feems tohave fomething of the for- 
mer juggling, the Gods afcending out 
of the Earth; for we have noted, 
that Saul did not die the nextDay 


after his being at Endor ; and the © 
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Hultory of Saul’s Life will hardly 
permut us to underftand Heaven, 
where we faithully believe that 
Samuel was, nor yet Ramath, where 
he was buried, and from whence 
we hold it impofiible for all Witches, 
and even the Devil himfelf to re 
move any Body and God himfelf 
never did, but by 3 great Miracle, 
and for the of that 
Chriftian Article of Faith, the Re. 
furrection of the Dead, and patti 
cularly to bear Teftimony of out 
blefled Saviour’s Refurrection. 


As to the great Miracle whic 
our Saviour wrought upon the Tw, 
St. Mark faith One Demonaick, be- 
caufe perhaps one appear’d to Chrilt 
before the other, or becaule there 
was fomething more remarkable 
in the Madnefs of the one than 


that of the other; as 1s ange 


~ 
Ag 
/, 


obferved, that among a Multitude 
afficted with the fame Difeafe, ca 
very one hath fome Symptom di- 
{tinct from the others, and in no 
Diftemper fo much to be taken No- 
tice of, as in the Epilep/y and Luna- 
cy, which the Heathen never fail’d 
to afcribe to the working of fome 
Demon or other; as the Roman 
- Catholicks doto their Saints, whom 
they have tranflated jnto Demons 
by theirCanonization, and to whom 
they prefently apply for cure; as 
for Example, (and to name no 
more) to the Blefled Virgin Mary, 
in Cafe of Child-birth, for they 
have made her an univerfal Mid- 
wife. But to return to the Hiftory ; 
I declare my Sentiment, that all 
the Errors in this Cafe might have 
been prevented, if T'ranflators had 
been careful at the firft not to con- 
found the Word Demon and that of 
«Devil 
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Devil together, and had well j 
formed Chriftians of their 
xence. Did Men know and believe : 
thede Things, (which nothing but 
trong Prevention and Negligence 
them from knowing) That 
Demos isa good Word, where-ever 
at is for a God, rather than a 
Devil, 2. That Daemous were 
gined by the Heathen to be dead 
Des, who having deferved well, 
avere arriv’d tp another State of 
Glory and Honour, and to a Ca- 
pacity of working extraordinary 
Things ; that therefore fome Re- 
verence and Worthip jis due. to 


them from Mortals. ‘Thisthe holy 


Scripture declares, and all Chrith- 
ans “ought ta believe to be 


at 2!!-but Delufion, readily xecely 


and cunningly made ufe.of by vile 


and amgodiy Men, for fecular 


Ends 3- That che Heathen and 
Roman 


q 
hg 
7 
if 
a 
; 
4 
% 


“APPENDIX. 179 

oman Catholicks did, and do to 
his Day, afcribe to their fuppofed 
Weified Men, the Miracles, and all 
xtraordinary Events, which 
eed are, or feem to be, above Na- 
; and thence arifes the Supers 
and idolatrous Worfhip that 
s render’d to Creatures. 4. Did 
‘Chriftians believe and profefs that 
kyvhich they cannot: but know, that 
we know nothing of the Devil, but 
what the Book of God tells us ; 
that the Old Teftament faith no- 
‘thing of him, but under the Names 
‘of the Serpent and of Satan; that 
the New Teftament never {peaks 
‘of him, but in the fingular Num- 
‘ber, that theréfore we are to be- 
‘lieve that there is but One Serpent, 
“One Satan, One Devil; that whatfo= 
“ever tins Devil 1s, whatloever Wit 
(or Power he may have, or have 
| “had, the Seed of the Woman, which 
is 
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Chrifi, hath broken his Head 
That the Devil is in Chains, a 
fo is a very iniignificant Fellow; 
far from that univerfal Monarch 
of this World, having at his Com 
‘mand Legions of what, I kno 
not how to call them, that he 
fends up and down to tempt, tire 
and torment Men upon the whole 
Earth: Whereas, asto Temptatio 
‘St. Fames tells us, Chap. 1. Ver. 14 
That every Man is tempted when he 
is drawn away of his own Luft, and 
enticed : Let the Courts of Judica- 
ture put out of their Indictmients, 
that the Malefattor did kill or rob a 
Man by the Inftigation of the Devil j 
for the Devil was not there; nor 
knew nothing of the Matter. 
Therefore, O Chriftians, look to 
your felves, and make your Peace 
with God, for He alone’ is to be 


feax’d! He fees and knows, 
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he alone, will juidge and pumifh! If 


HE be for you, i matters not who is 


againft you As'to all the Changes 


and hainces of this World, St. 
inftrudts tis very’ well, to all In- 
tents and Purpofes,, 1 2. 16. 
us of the Things that’ can 
bring any Mifchief on us, and all 
the Enemies we are to beware of, 
and fight with,, viz. The Luft of the 
‘Flefh, “the Luft of the Eyes, and the 
‘Pride ‘of Life. Thefe are all tHe Devils 


We are to enicotinter wWithal, and 
Which’ if we quer and dlefeat, 


Weare: fafe. ‘If, Men did 


believe, an 
That to fear God ‘and keep bis Con- 


practice this, 


mandments is the Whole Duty of Mah, 


that i in’ the Difcharge’ ‘of this Duty, 
Wwe fhall meet with all the Inftincti- 
‘on we have’ need of, and 4ll the 
Bleflings thar ‘will; make us happy, 


Poth here and hereafter then we 


{halt 
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| Shall fear no Devils to difturb, feck 
: _ to no Witches or Apparations of 
dead Men or Angels to inform w; 
for our good God hath laft of all & 
{poken to us by his Son. One thing 
therefore I add, and with it con 
clude this fhort AppeNnprx, and 
earneltly pray to our merciful 
God, that he would be ‘pleafed to 
move powerfully the Heart of his 
his Servants, and particularly al 
‘Clergymen, to read over and over 
again, and reflect ferioufly upon 
what St. Luke faith, Chap. 7. 21; 
22. And in that fame Hour he cured 
_many of their Infirmities and Plagues, 
and of Evil Spirits ; and unto many 
that were Blind, he gave Sight 
Then Fefus anfwering, [aid unto them, 
Go your Way, and tell Fohn wha 
Things ye have feen and heard ; bow 
shat the Blind fee, the Lame walk, 


the Lepers .are cleanfed, the rs aj 
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bear, the Dead are ra if ed; to the 
Poor the Gofpel ts preached. Here 1s 
org to be noted, that St. 
Difciples faw Jefus cafting 
out Evil Spirits, and that they 
were to tell Fobn all the Things 
they had feen and heard, and that 
is all that was to be told ; for hear 
a notable Exception, both in St. 
Matthew and in St. Luke, they 
were not to fpeak of the cafting 
out of Demons, for doubtlefs our 
Saviour’s Qmiflion in the Charge 
that he gave them, was a Prohbi- 
tion: And why was not the cafting 
out of Demons a Miracle, for it is 
named among them; or is it-a 
lefler Miracle than making the 
Lame to walk, or the Deaf 


Nothing of this, but there is a Rea- 


fon for it that few Men give Atteri- 
tion unto. The Queftion was, 
how to make it plain to ‘Fohbn and 
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the whole World, and fistt to the 
Fews, that Fefus was the Chrilt, the 
Meffia) promifed unto Ifracl:; to-do 
this, one thing was siece! ary and 
fufheient, vig to: prove, that 
was he that was;promifed of God 
bed the Prophets, and the Works 
that he fhould do fo plainly. mark- 
that they, confidered, 


‘ 


it, Was impollible not to know, him; 


therefore our, Saviour, 
very often to be mindful of his 


Works, which teftified “of him 


his doing Works which 
his. Father him, to do, and 


which. the Prophet had, Laid -he 


fhould do. «Sa. that the. Propheis 


nothing, and our 
viour . himfelf faying nothing of 


cafting aut Demons in this Place, 
where it fhould have been fail, 


had it’ beea one of the Works 


recels 
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seceflary to rove to 
he thould to that curg_all 
manner “of Difeaf “among: 
both great and Amal, both’ 
ry and extraordinary. Fevers 
Agues,. -Lu unacy and Madnefs : 
if Chriftians would -confider it 
well, an Ague hathras pany 
fing Thin and Diffic ty 
poffelfing 


pirits ever had 
that made ‘the ‘Fever 
were as. much the 
they who maintai ‘chat t Bp. 
monaicks which our Saviour a 
were acted by: fordign’ Spirits’ 
hadentered intothem. And if the 
Dificulty’of their paffthg into the 
Herd of Swine cannot be anfwer’d 
by comparing it with Naaman’s _ 
profy pafling into Gebaxi’s Famil 
mult ftay whiere Taig till they bring 
me Word whet bgcame of vik 
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vils after the Ho were drown’d 
and | how w they do now, ib 


as the main Argu- 
fnent which they have to prove 
their Witches i Apparitions, are 
the Stories the tell o them, where: 
the part are fufficiently 


the . Relation : If God 

to. give me Time and 
mee I would endeavour to pay 
them i re their own Coin, and prove 
ah Stories within mine own Reach, 
how much the cunning and wicked 
Part of the. World impofes upon 
he and i ignorant, 
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